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The College has
continually been trying to
find new ways to expand
the campus, and while an
exact decision involving
the use of the land has not
been made, the property
will most likely be used
for building new practice
fields for the athletics
programs.
“We needed to think
outside of the box,” said
Mark
Rapoza,
the
Director of Business
Strategy for Providence
Collegewith regard to this
purchase, “...to extend the
life of the limited space
that we have.”
The College has been
trying to use the existing
campus to the maximum
potential. One way was by
installing the lights on the
soccer field, so teams
could practice after the
available sunlight has
gone. Also, the college
recently unveiled its
renovation plan that
involves adding an
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PC goes to war:
Student, faculty deployed
for possible conflict
By Natalie Forbes ’05
News Staff

Last semester Richard
Trull, ’05, was studying in
his Aquinas dorm room.
Today he is training for
combat. Three weeks ago
Major
BEYOND Christopher
PC S. Houston
was single.
Today he is married, but
miles away from his bride.
Trull, a member of the
U.S. Army Reserves and
native of Randolph, MA,
has been called up for
duty and is now training
at Fort Dicks, NJ. Major
Houston, member of the
1190 Army Reserve Unit
and an ROTC instructor at
PC, left the PC campus
and home on Jan. 23 after
receiving news that his
unit was to be deployed.
Dean of Undeigrduate
Studies, Rev. Mark
Nowel, O.P. said that Trull
joined the reserves after
high school and delayed
his start at PC last year to
complete boot camp. Fr.
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College finally
closes deal on
Valueland space
By Mike Massey ’06
News Staff
Providence College
has purchased the long
abandoned Valueland
property located on 539
Smith Street, with the
intent
of
using
the
TOWN &
land
for
GOWN
athletic
purposes.
The deal, worth
approximately
$1.2
million, was finalized on
Dec. 27, 2002. The
property, once developed,
should add an estimated
3.8 acres of green space,
located less than nine
tenths of a mile away
from the College.
“We’re a landlocked
campus and have a limited
amount of property,” said
Marifrances McGinn,
Vice President and
General Counsel. “We
need to alleviate our land
shortage,
especially
among the athletics fields
used by both varsity and
intramural teams,” she
said.

Cowl

Nowel said that he was
“surprised at how calm
and upbeat he was” when
Trull came to him on Jan.
16 to withdraw. “I’m
impressed that he’s
looking forward to doing
his work there and
returning to his studies,”
said Nowel.
Richard Trull is not the
only member of his family
to enlist in the U.S. armed
forces. His older brother
is a member of the
National Guard. As a
mother with two of her
four sons enlisted,
Theresa
Trull
has
remained calm, yet
concerned. When asked
if she ever thought her son
would be deployed, Mrs.
Trull responded, “At first
I did, then I said, no, I
didn’t think so.” The
news “kind of did surprise
me,” she admitted.
The Trull family has
been riding an emotional
roller coaster since before
Thanksgiving when they
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Debate rages over affirmative action
As Supreme Court
prepares to hear challenge
to policy, what will the
implications be for PC?
by

Megan Comerford ’06
News Staff

“Affirmative ac
tion” has become a famil
iar phrase in national
news in fight of the inci
dents at the University of
Michigan. Like colleges
and universities across the
country,
Michi
ADMISSIONS gan is
trying
to diver
sify its student body, but
is currently facing chal
lenges to the constitution
ality of its admission pro
cedures.
The University of
Michigan finds itself in
the middle of the affirma
tive action controversy
due to two lawsuits that
have been brought against
the University sighting
unfair admission pro
cesses. On April 1 of this
year, the Supreme Court
will hear arguments for
and
against
the
University’s system. The
outcome of the cases,
Graz v. Bollinger and

Grutter v. Bollinger, will
inevitably have a broad
effect on schools nation
wide; but will Providence
College feel the repercus
sions?
At the Univer
sity of Michigan a quota
system is used, awarding
black, Hispanic, and
American Indian appli
cants, for both the under
graduate admissions and
the law school, an auto
matic 20 points on a 150
point scale.
Though
de
signed to diversify the
campus,
Michigan’s
policy is considered to be
unconstitutional by many,
including President Bush.
Part of that opposition is
based on the 1978 Su
preme Court decision in
the University of Califor
nia Regents v. Bakke,
which prohibits the use of
quotas but does not ban
race as a factor in admis-.
sion decisions when used
as one of many factors.
Providence College
does not have an affirma-

KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl

The Road to Harkins Hall: PC does not rely on
racial quotas or point-based selection systems for
admissions decisions.
five action policy. Rather,
PC’s academic review is
based on a policy of non
discrimination rooted in

Title VI ofthe Civil Rights
Act of1964, which forbids
any school receiving fed
eral financial assistance
from excluding from par
ticipation or denying ben
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By Mary Votava ’05
News Staff

PC’s Finest

Last Friday night,
while most of the
Providence
College
campus was putting on
their weekend best and
I warming up
for
the
night’s
activities, I was throwing
on a sweatshirt and
warming up the digital
camera for my own
Friday night adventure.
Anticipation for the
coming night mounted as
many students headed off
to see Louie, Bradley, or
perhaps McPhail, while I
on the other hand was
preparing to spend my
night with Mike.
The name Mike
doesn’t sound familiar?
Mike Lannon is one of PC
Security’s finest and was
my chauffer for the night
as I hit the streets, or

MARY VOTAVA ’05/The Cowl

PC Security Officer Mike Lannon on the
beat last Friday night
can often be seen tooling
through campus. With a
full tank of gas and the
heat blasting, we sped off
to our first task.
11:02 p.m. After
checking the front gate to
make sure no stray cars
were getting in, we then
made sure the Priory was
locked. Once Mike was

WORLD & COMMENTARY ►

A&E ►

INDEX ►

The State of the Union, according to us —
including a Very Special Tangents and Tirades.

Your parents are coming to town and you can
only think to hit Bickford’s. We have a few better
ideas for dinner.

Campus Calendar.............. 2
World.................................. 8
Week in Review..................9
Commentary..................... 11

PAGE 8 & 12

efits “on the ground of
race, color, or national ori
gin.”
Christopher
Lydon, Dean of Enroll
ment Management here at
Providence College, said
that “[PC’s] academic re

A night in the life of

rather the
campus
sidewalks, to see a PC
Friday night through the
eyes of a security officer.
Mike works the 11 p.m.
to 7 a.m. shift along with
three other patrolling
officers, a dispatcher, and
a supervisor. That night
Mike was on duty in the
white security truck that
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confident the boys were
safe and secure, we
headed to lower campus
to begin the rounds.
11:11 p.m. Uh-oh,
nobody turned off the
lights in Sullivan Hall.
Not to worry, Mike and I
quickly took care of the
situation, doing our part to
cut down PC’s next
electricity bill.
Mike pointed to a door,
“Did you ever have that
guy?” It turns out that
Mike is well acquainted
with much of the faculty
at PC from the courses he
has taken through PC’s
School of Continuing
Education. In fact, he has
intermittently
been
studying for his B.A. in
Liberal Studies since
1972. Mike’s advisor
informed him he would be
able to graduate in a year,
but he chuckled when I
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News Briefs
Student Congress institutes mandatory attendance policy
Student Congress held their first
meeting of the semester Tuesday, Jan.
21,2003. The meeting, which was brief,
concerned attendance. Steve Niemiec
’03, President of Student Congress,
addressed members concerning the
attendance policy, saying that it would
be adhered to this semester. Last
semester, the policy, which penalizes
members for absences from meetings,
office hours and other Congress events,
was in place but not enforced.
On Monday. Jan. 27, 2003, Michael
Frazier, Vice President for Finance and
Business, was on hand at the meeting to
answer questions members had
concerning a variety of issues. Many of
the questions centered around the food
on campus, both at Raymond Cafeteria
and Alumni Hall Food Court.
Members wanted to know why
students without meal plans couldn’t put

money on their PC Card to use at Alumni
Food Court. Frazier said that doing so
would involve the implementation of a
new system, and that students have the
option of using cash. Frazier was also
questioned about rising prices at Alumni,
and responded that other prices have
risen, such as tuition, and said that
without examples, he could not say
whether or not the prices had risen
significantly.
Other issues brought up at the
meeting were the quality and variety of
food at Raymond Cafeteria, prices at the
bookstore, and the inconvenience of
moving in for the second semester on a
Tuesday.
Congress did not consider any new
legislation or have a general discussion
topic at either of the meetings.
—Stephanie Barkus ’04

PC shuttle to run community service route
As a result of the contract between
RIPTA and the College, the PC shuttle
schedules
were
adjusted
to
accommodate the sudden increase in
transportation availability. For the most
part, shuttle service was decreased to
locations that are part of the RIPTA
route, including the Providence Place
Mall and Thayer Street, but the main
difference has to do with the lack of a
daytime shuttle.
These changes may have posed a
problem for students who previously
relied on the shuttle to bring them to offcampus community service sites.
However, Sharon Hay, Director of
Student Activities, assured, “We will be
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having some community service runs.”
Currently, the SAIL office is working
with the Pastoral Service Organization,
Campus Ministry, and the Feinstein
Institute for Public Service in order to
determine the most efficient community
service runs. “We’re doing what we’ve
done for the last three of four semesters.
We’ve asked them for the schedule of
times, sites, and numbers of people so
we can better accommodate everyone,”
Hay said.
The community service loop will
begin running as soon as a concrete
shuttle schedule is established.

looks for room to
expand facilities
continued from front page

artificial turf field next to the Peterson
Recreation Center, and installing an
outdoor track around Hendricken Field.
The purchase of Valueland would help
make this new plan a reality for the
College.
Another motivation for the purchase
involved the level of competition among
Division 1 teams. Many varsity teams
now see the need to practice during the
off-season as well.

" -------------------------We’re a landlocked campus and
have a limited amount of
property we need to alleviate
our shortage land, especially
among the athletics fields used
by both varsity and intramural
teams.
Marifrances McGinn

“The lacrosse team, which is a spring
sport,” Rapoza said, “might want to
practice during the fall. Because of the
current space, that couldn’t happen.” A
new field on Smith Street would
“alleviate the stress” of having limited
playing surfaces.

The recent purchase, however, is not
without its controversy. In the minutes
from an Elmhurst Neighborhood
Association meeting on October 27,
2001, several concerns for the future of
the neighborhood surrounding the
Valueland issue were raised. One
foreseen problem would be that a new
soccer field on Smith Street may lead to
the building of a new residence hall in
place of the current soccer field, which,
in turn, would lead to a higher enrollment
at PC. As a result of this situation, some
city officials had feared that a higher
enrollment would force more families
out of the neighborhood, and would even
prevent new families from moving in.
Rapoza, however, argued otherwise.
“Having an abandoned building in an
undulated parking lot used for (possible)
illicit activities is not helping anybody.”
He said that the school hopes to gain a
partnership with the city that would lead
to a beautification of the neighborhood.
As for higher enrollment at PC,
McGinn said there is “no contemplation
to increase the number of students
enrolled at PC.”
“We need to establish our needs and
goals for what the College needs,”
Rapoza said. “I believe it is a valuable
piece of property, and that Providence
College could reap the benefits from it.”

—Lauren Wholley ’04

Campus Calendar for Jan. 31 to Feb. 6
Submit events at www.thecowl.com/main.cfm?include=calendar
or email thecowl@providence.edu

Friday
9 p.m.
Rosemary Crass
Live at McPhails.

Sunday
4:30-6:30 p.m.
Wine Tasting in
McPhails.

1-3 p.m.
Jason Levasser Live
at McPhail’s

2:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Chinese New Year
Celebration, Glass
Room in Slavin.

Tuesday
Trip to Boston to see
Blue Man Group
Tickets on sale in
BOP office, $25

8 p.m.
BOP Coffeehouse
ping pong tourna
ment in McPhails

8 p.m.
Black History
Month Indoor
Movie: Glory,
McPhails.

4 p.m.
Lecture, “The
Ethical Dilemmas of
Human Cloning”
presented by Dr.
Craig Patterson.

Thursday
7 p.m.
Friars Club Interview
Aquinas Lounge

6:30 p.m.
Diversions
presents “Paint
Your Own
Pottery,” Sign up
in SAIL office by
Feb. 3 at 4:30
p.m., cost: $6-16

Tickets for Waiting
for Godot go on
sale, $3.

Saturday

Wednesday

Monday

Sanctions
Nov. 18, 2002

Dec. 10, 2002

Nov. 18, 2002

Dec. 10, 2002

Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Standards of Conduct
GUILTY
2. Indecent Conduct
GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Diciplinary Probation until
May 13, 2003.
2. Thirty (30) hours In Kind
Restitution with Mrs. Ricci
(Career Services).
3. Letter of apology to Ms.
Sharon Hay.

Administrative Review
Charge: I. Visitation Violation
GUILTY

Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Responsibility for Guest
Action
GUILTY

Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Visitation Violation
GUILTY

Sanctions:

1. Fine-$100.00
2. Personal Probation until May
13,2003.

Sanctions:
Sanctions:
1. $50.00 Fine
2. $150.00 Fine: Clean Rugs
3. Personal Probation until May
13, 2003.

1. Fine - $100.00
2. Personal Probation until May
13, 2003.

News

January 30,2003

The Cowl 3

PC alumnus carrying on tradition of service
By Siiawna Hassett ’03
News Staff

“It’s not an easy year by any
means. You are challenged to
look at things in a different
way,” said Lisa Kieffer,
Recruitment Director for City
Year in Providence. For many
current college seniors hoping
for an easy transition into the
“real world” this statement may
seem discouraging, but for Matt
Ryan ’02, his first year out of
college, though challenging, has
been abundantly rewarding.
Ryan chose to apply to City
Year in Providence after
completing a final project on the
organization for an American
Studies Seminar. Initially, Ryan
had aimed at applying to
graduate school to pursue a
career in counseling troubled
children. His goals were
involuntarily put on hold,
however, when Ryan had the
broke his leg early in the second
semester of his senior year,
barring him from taking the
GRE’s on time. Following
surgery, Ryan was forced to live
at home. By driving with his
mother from Boston to
Providence three days a week,
Ryan was able to complete his
course work and graduate on
time.
After researching the City
Year program, Ryan submitted
his application and followed
through with the entire process,
even a service visit, which he
completed while still recovering
from his injury. Kieffer laughed,
“Poor Matt was on crutches
during his service visit! At least

we knew he was committed!”
Kieffer stressed that
commitment and dedication are
two of the major qualities they
look for in applicants, of which
they typically accept about
50%. “We are looking for
people who are really interested
in serving. It’s a year of service,
not a year about you. It’s a year
of giving to others,” Kieffer
explained.
The City Year program
describes itself as “a national
community service program
that unites young people ages
17 to 24 years old for a
challenging year of full time
service,
leadership,
development and
civic
engagement.” The program
runs from September to June,
molding its volunteers to serve
as role models and mentors for
children
in
“at
risk
communities.”
Ryan is specifically involved
in the Young Heroes Program
in Woonsocket which plans
after-school programs and
activities as well as Saturday
community service programs
and workshops for middle
school children. Ryan gives
approximately 50 to 55 hours a
week to the program while
working a second job at The
Abbey, the popular PC bar and
restaurant on Admiral St.
Volunteers are provided with
health insurance, a $4,725
educational scholarship upon
completion of one year, and a
living stipend which, according
to Ryan, is “just about enough
to cover rent.”
“It’s not a 9 to 6 job,” Ryan

Courtesy of City Year

Matt Ryan ’02 is spending the year mentoring at-risk youth.

clarified. “It’s really a 6 to 9
job. I give a lot of time but I
never have a problem getting up
to go to work in the morning. I
sometimes get home from my
second job at two, three o’clock
in the morning, but I always
love going to work. All troubles
just seem to disappear when I
see those kids.”
Both Ryan and Kieffer spoke
of the level of attachment that
the kids form with the
volunteers. “Each day they are
so excited to see him,” Kieffer
said. “A lot of times important
people in these children’s lives
leave, which is why the
volunteer’s commitment is so
important.” “One kid actually

asked me to be his father,” Ryan
added.
According to Kieffer, over
50% of the kids involved in the
free programs live below the
poverty line. “There’s a lot of
potential for these kids to go
down the wrong path in life and
the Rhode Island Service
Alliance has asked us to focus
on out of school activity time,
homework help, academic
enrichment for these children
and these communities and
that’s the work that we do,” she
stated.
Ryan, who would eventually
like to complete graduate work
to become a counselor, as he
had originally planned, wants to

give another year to service. He
is applying to for a Service
Leader Position at City Year to
either lead the Young Heroes
program that services middle
school children or the
Generation Serve program that
targets elementary school
children.
Ryan credits his high school
and Providence College with
piquing his interest in
community service and
volunteerism. As a senior in
high school, Ryan was required
to work 40 volunteer hours a
week, which he performed at
the Boston College Campus
School, working with autistic
children and kids with cerebral
palsy. “That was a couple of
months that really triggered my
interest in doing service later in
life,” Ryan said. “And the
Catholic standards at PC stress
volunteerism and giving back to
the community as well.”
“It’s definitely something
that made me appreciate what I
have a lot more,” Ryan said.
“Some of my biggest problems
were that my mom would be
worried about me driving in the
snow. Now I see kids who don’t
have that strong family that that
I just kind of took for granted.
You realize how lucky you are
and really learn to cherish these
experiences.”
“This is an opportunity to do
some service and make a
difference,” Kieffer maintained.
“It’s a chance to give back, a
meaningful chance.” Nodding
at Ryan she added, “You can
tell, people get attached.”

From 8PM till Closing

LARGE CHEESE PIZZA

On Campus Delivery Only!

Ronzio
PIZZA & SUBS

Offer valid from 8PM until closing.
PC PrlmeTlme Special Is valid for on campus cash orders only.
It Is not valid for pick-up, account orders or off campus delivery.
Valid at Smithfield Rd. N Providence location only.

Limited Time Offer
Call now!

274-3282 |
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Admissions: Court challenge unlikely to affect College
continued from front page

view is holistic.” No quotas in any ra
cial, ethnic, or religious category are
used. “We read every application for its
content,” stressed Lydon, thus making
the process of selection “more personal.”
People often associate affirma
tive action and related programs with
accepting less qualified students because
of their race. “The myth of affirmative
action being a hand-out... makes no
sense here,” said Dr. Trude Cooke
Turner, Director of Multicultural Schol
arship Programs. Sarah Mayorga ’06,
who is here on a multicultural scholar-

"-------------------------According to statistics from the
U.S. News and World Report
website(usnews.com), last
year’s student body at Provi
dence College ranked 39 out of
46 schools in terms of diversity
when compared to other north
ern universities with a Masters
program.

-------------------------- "
ship, points out that “the scholarships are
not need based” at Providence College
and are thus granted to those with high
credentials.
The various multicultural
scholarships, numbering nearly 15 and
including the Martin Luther King Schol
arship, have been a significant factor in
drawing students of color to the College.
Both Ircania Guerrero ’03 and Meloiza
Escobar ’04 admitted they came to
Providence College because of the schol
arships they were awarded. “The edu
cation is worth it,” added Guerrero.
Jessica Trejos ’06 agrees that
the quality of education at Providence
College is appealing, but still expresses

some concern. “There are social
factors...that have made me consider
transferring,” she commented.
According to statistics from the
U.S. New and World Report website, last
year’s student body at Providence Col
lege ranked 39 out of 46 schools in terms
of diversity when compared to other
northern universities with a Masters pro
gram. “I don’t know why we aren’t
drawing a more diverse group,” said
Escobar, “We’re in the middle of Provi
dence.”
The Admissions Office is
aware of the need for diversity. “Our
goal is to be more diverse every year,”
said Lydon. Providence College has an
aggressive recruitment strategy to attract
more students of color into the applicant
pool and, since the fall of 1996, has seen
considerable success.
The number of African-Ameri
can, Hispanic, Asian, and Native Ameri
can (AHANA) applicants for the Class
of 2006 showed a 47% increase while
the percentage of admitted AHANA stu
dents between 1996 and 2002 has grown
by 24%, indicating that PC has both at
tracted and selected more minority stu
dents because of its diversifying at
tempts.
Due to competition among
many schools for qualified students, spe
cifically those of color, “the challenge
is getting them to choose us,” said
Lydon. Providence College has experi
enced an increase of approximately five
to six percent in the enrollment of
AHANA students.
Cooke Turner said that even
over the past two years “the numbers of
students of color has increased
dramatically...and they have taken a
more active role [in the Providence Col
lege community].” Likewise, since her
freshman year, Autumne Montague ’03
said she’s “noticed a lot of different mi
nority groups at PC.”

Better Ingredients - Better Pizza
FASTER DELIVERY

KRISTIN ELLIS 05/The Cowl

The College hopes that aggressive recruitment of minority
students will increase campus diversity.

In regard to the use of quotas
in admission decisions, it is now up to
the Supreme Court to uphold or over
turn the Bakke decision. Despite the
outcome, the combination of Providence

College’s nondiscrimination policy and
recruitment tactics will, if successful,
continue to see a gradual increase in di
versity on campus.

HOW PC STACKS UP IN TERMS OF DIVERSITY
College

Diversity Index

Boston College

.35

9% Asian-American

Fairfield University

.22

5% Hispanic

Holy Cross

.22

5% Hispanic

Villanova

.22

5% Hispanic

Providence College
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Cheese
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Free
Cinnapie
Get a
Free
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with the
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price

2
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Cheese
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Only
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write good?
Apply to News
Slavin 104

Pizza &
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Cheese
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Only $9.99
www.statravel.com

Use any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza
We honor most competitor coupons

4% Hispanic

US News & World Report, 2003 rankings (1.0 - most diverse)

Welcome Back Friars!
353-7774
Only
$5.99!!!

Largest Minority
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Security: Quiet night means a job well done
continued from front page

asked him if he was looking to start a
different career with the degree. “I’m
just about ready to retire.”
It turns out Mike has had several
careers, PC Security Officer being just
one stop along his way. After working
in the paper production and moving
industries, he gained security experience
from the eight years he spent as a police
officer on the University of North
Carolina campus.
11:30 p.m. Mike puts down his
window in an attempt to become more
attune to his environment. “I like
walking my post,” Mike says,
commenting on his dislike of having
truck duty because of the barrier it places
between him and his surroundings.
In the midst of a lull in activity Mike
has spied a group of students coming
down to get their pizza. He explains that
they may be prime targets for a little fun.
As we approach, the response of these
students is a common one. They

immediately look alert and ready with a
handful of excuses, even thought their
situation is seemingly innocent. Mike
laughs at giving them a scare and the
students relax, offering him a slice of
pizza. “I like dealing with the kids...I
talk to them, you know?”
And he’s used to it, having recently
graduated a daughter from PC. During
his three years on the security staff, Mike
has become accustomed to dealing with
students and the social atmosphere on
campus.
11:42. A call comes over the radio
that the radiator in Guzman needs to be
checked out.
12:19. A call from Bedford for a
stuck elevator.
12:34. Another call from Guzman,
the chain is down and too many pizza
delivery men are getting in.
Okay, so the night wasn’t a scene
from Cops. “On this shift, there are
nights when you don’t do a thing, then
other nights it all happens at once,” Mike
responded to my dejected look when our

big call came at 2:12 a.m., a fire
extinguisher was out of its place in
Davis.
The other officers on duty did not
share my enthusiasm for drama, but
seemed content that the New England
cold spell had kept the campus quiet for
a night. One officer was happy to say
that he would only have to fill out one
incident report for the night, a hospital
transport earlier in the evening.
With the perspective of a veteran,
Mike talked about the continuous real
threat of a number of possible situations
that happen yearly on a college campus
like PC. He cited such incidents as theft,
underage drinking, drugs, vandalism,
fights, and sometimes even a campus
death. “It’s inevitable that stuff is going
to happen...stupid stuff. The thing that
gets me is the kids who are afraid to get
their friends in trouble. I’d rather help
them out than let something happen that
was preventable,” he said.
Mike’s most intense memory of
working on the PC campus is from an

incident that occurred last year. He and
another officer were on duty when two
armed robberies occurred within a short
amount of time on campus. The officers
trailed the perpetrators until they were
off campus, without even any weapons
to defend themselves.
Though incidents like the theft don’t
happen everyday, the occasional
altercation with a rowdy student doesn’t
make Mike’s job easy. He could recall
many memories of stopping students
who were walking around campus with
an open beer can or another obvious
infraction. When questioned, they
suddenly slip into the delusion that PC
has a law school and they’ve graduated
from it. Mike chuckles, “Their parents
are always lawyers.”
3:00 a.m. I give up. The campus
appears to be all tucked in, though Mike
and the other officers stay on duty until
7 a.m. “We’re pretty good on this shift,”
Mike says with pride and a smile, “We
just try to make ourselves a presence.”

War: ROTC instructor deployed as chances for conflict rise
continued from front page

thought Richard might be deployed. He
was “ready to go around Thanksgiving.
It was an up and down,” said Trull’s
mother. Both Trull and his family knew
his deployment was a real possibility.

"-------------------------I think our student body should
be thinking about what’s going
on.. .Our students read every
day in the paper about how our
country is moving full speed
ahead to war and then they’ll
flip to a different section, the
sports page. When they realize
that some of their classmates
and professors are shipping off
to the Persian Gulf, I hope this
makes them stop and think that
this is serious.
Matthew Perkins ’05

---------------------------------------------- "

Trull’s roommates, Matthew Perkins
’05 and Chris Carifield ‘05, said that they
had heard since October that Trull might
be leaving. Canfield said that over
winter break Trull received his uniform,
making the possibility of his deployment
all the more real. “He didn’t seem scared
about it at all,” said Perkins. Canfield
said his former roommate always
remained calm. “That’s how Ricky is,”
he said. Trull seemed more concerned
with the welfare of others in his unit than
his own. “He had some people in his
unit who were married,” explained
Canfield. These were the people he was
“really worried about,” said Canfield.
Though Trull had thought about joining
ROTC, Canfield explained that his

roommate felt, “he’d be ditching his
friends,” if he were to leave the reserves.
“I hope everything will be alright.
Mentally he seemed half and half, but
physically he is pretty strong,” said Mrs.
Trull of her son. “I appreciate everyone
thinking of and praying for him,” said
Mrs. Trull. Richard is “looking forward
to going back,” to PC she said.
In a comment directed at PC students,
Nowel said, “Richard Trull is no
different from them [PC students] in that
he wants a college education, he’s
thinking about his future, wanting to be
successful.” In a certain way though,
Nowel acknowledged, “He’s going to be
completely different when he comes
back.” But, in the meantime, Nowel
hopes “the PC community will keep him
and others in their prayers and pray that
war can be averted.”
And yet, he voices concerns about the
general lack of awareness of the student
body concerning the possible war
overseas. “I think our student body
should be thinking about what’s going
on. Our students read every day in the
paper about how our country is moving
full speed ahead to war and then they’ll
flip to a different section, the sports
page. When they realize that some of
their classmates and professors are
shipping off to the Persian Gulf, I hope
this makes them stop and think that this
is serious.” When asked how much he
thought PC students think about the U.S.
mobilizing for war and the effects of this,
Perkins replied, “I don’t think they really
think about it.”
Johanna Houston is one person who
is thinking about it. Her husband, Maj.
Houston has been at PC for over two
years and in the Army Reserves for five
years after graduating from West Point
as an Aerospace Engineer. “When he
found out he was being deployed he
accelerated his wedding plans,”

Courtesy ROTC Patriot Battalion

Maj. Christopher “Sam” Houston

explained Lieutenant Colonel Steven
McGonagle. Maj. Houston was married
to Johanna on Jan. 12 and left his home
on Jan. 23. McGonagle explained that,
“It’s particularly challenging for a new
military spouse whose husband gets
deployed.” The department’s family
support group is working to support
Houston’s wife through this trying time.
Houston was engaged in active duty
as an armor officer for four years.
According to McGonagle, he is a
member of the 1190th Army Reserve
unit and is responsible for the
deployment process, uploading and out
loading army combat units. He helps to
get the troops and all their necessary gear
ready to go overseas. Houston has been
deployed for one year, but his duty could
be extended to two years.
“Sam is passionate about leadership,”

said McGonagle. “He volunteered to
lead the Patriot Battalion Ranger
Challenge team which is Cadet
Commander varsity sport.” Houston
was the only officer in PC history to
have two full teams of 10 participate in
the challenge. When asked to describe
their leader, participants in the Ranger
Challenge did not for a second hesitate
to pour out heartfelt feelings and express
great respect for Maj. Houston.
“He’s what you want and expect of
an officer,” said Chris Murphy ’04. He
described the Ranger Challenge as
“amazing” saying that Houston was
constantly motivating them and that he
“encouraged all of us to do our best.”
Will Cromie '05 said, “Maj. Houston
was also a teacher, which was great. He
was great because he pushed us
physically but made the point that we
were doing this for a higher reason.”
Cromie believed that in military
science courses students are trained to
“be a bunch of Maj. Houstons.” He went
on to describe Houston as a “genuinely
nice guy” yet “one of the toughest.” No
one is better at motivating a soldier than
Houston in Cromie opinion. Jonathan
Schmidt ’04 said Houston “brought it
[the Ranger Challenge] to a new level, a
higher level.”
As war clouds gather, Trull and
Houston find themselves uniquely close
to the conflict. But, though safely
stationed on campus, their peers and
supporters prepare in their own way. “If
it’s going to happen,” said Schmidt,
“we’ll be read'’ for it.”

Prime Cut
901 Smith Street
Providence, RI 02908
(401) 831-9743

Specializing In ...
Waxing - $5 and up
Pedicures - $22
Manicures - $12
Haircuts - $10
Updos - $30
Appointments and Walk-ins Welcome!
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Proposed library renovation plan unveiled at forum
New plan includes replacing
current shelving with mobile
compact shelving and
expanding student study space
By Jamie Chase ’04
News Staff

There was only one thing
that everyone in the room could
agree upon and it was that the
Philips Memorial Library, as it
stands now, needs renovation.
30 to
40 faculty
CAMPUS and staff
IMPROVEMENT were in
attend
ance
Wednesday afternoon in the
fourth floor function room in the
Feinstein Academic Center.
They watched a presentation by
two architects from Keefe
Associates Inc. regarding the
current proposal to renovate the
library.
The presentation was put
together by Dennis Keefe,
owner of Keefe Associates, the
chief architects in the chapel
construction project, and Jerry
Sullivan, a graduate of PC. The
two architects gave what
Sullivan called “a walk through
of the three floors of the
library,” pointing out to those in
the audience what exactly the
proposal entailed.
According to Sullivan,
because the “number of
volumes at Providence College
keeps growing and growing and
the library is running out of
room” the need for an updated
and
expanded
Phillips
Memorial Library is necessary.
Currently, according to statistics
given by Keefe Associates, the
PC library now shelves 245,000
books. With the renovations
proposed by Keefe Associates,
the library in the future could
house over 414,000 books,
almost double its former
capacity. The current periodical
capacity would also increase
from the current 57,600
periodicals to 92,250.
This added shelving capacity
would put Providence College
more in the ranks with other,
Catholic institutions. For
example, the Holy Cross
Library presently shelves close
to 600,000 volumes, and could
add an additional 5,000 more
volumes without creating
tension space. Similarly,
Fairfield University Library in
Connecticut, which just
completed a huge renovation,
currently houses 309,000
volumes with an ultimate
capacity for 450,000 volumes.
A second major area of
concern, according to Sullivan,
besides the need for more book
space, is the need for more
student seating. As of now, the
current Phillips Memorial
Library can seat 667 students,
but after the proposed
renovations take place that
would increase to 865 seats.
According to Sullivan, “A
college this size, increasing
each year, requires more
seating.”
With the proposed
renovations, several structural
changes would occur to the
building itself. With the plan as
it stands now, an elevator would

be added, a “necessary
addition,” said Sullivan. In
regards to the first floor, the
reference offices would move
closer to the reference desk.
The circulation area would
remain the same, but additional
student seating would be added.
Currently, as the plan stands, the
only exterior structural changes
“would be some cutting out of
areas to let more light in,” said
Sullivan.
Sullivan stressed, however,
“we would not make any major
changes to the concrete
structure of the building
because it is already a nice
building.” Sullivan went on to
say, however, that “we would
add warm materials on the
inside to take away the concrete,
to warm it up a little bit.” In
addition to those changes, there
are also plans to add a woman’s
restroom to the first floor and a
staff lounge.
With the plan as it stands
now, the basement and the third
floor of the library would expect
to see the most changes. There
are proposals in the works to
bring a new conference room
into the basement as well as a
seminar room and a group study
room to the perimeter. The
Academic Services and the
Writing Center that currently
reside in the basement would be
relocated to the third floor and
separated from the rest of the
library by a soundproof glass
partition. The current faculty
offices that are now located in
the basement would become a
seminar room, a group study
room, a formal reading room,
and a conference room. Those
faculty offices would be
relocated to other portions of the
campus.
Once all the details of the
plan had been laid out for the
faculty and staff members in
attendance at the presentation,
they were given the opportunity
to ask questions and voice their
opinions. The major criticisms
that stemmed from the audience
seemed to revolve around two
major points: the apparent
diminished attention being
placed on the book collection
itself and allowing the
Academic and Writing Centers
to remain in the library.
These criticisms and
concerns
will
remain
unanswered, however, for the
time being because according to
Keefe, “there are no estimates
of construction costs as of yet
until the final plans of the
proposal can be agreed upon.”
And according to Dr. Thomas
Canavan, Vice President of
Academic Affairs and an
English professor who at
tended the presentation,
“implementations of this plan
have not been agreed upon and
even once they are, it cannot be
put into action until the Master
Space plan has been approved
and is in the works. The library
renovation plan will work in
accordance with the Master
Space Plan over the next several
years.”

PHILLIPS MEMORIAL LIBRARY
FIRST FLOOR PLAN
PROPOSED

PHILLIPS MEMORIAL LIBRARY
SECOND FLOOR PLAN
PROPOSED
Graphic courtesy Keefe Associates

For complete, detailed schematics, log on to www.thecowl.com.
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The truth is, a little of your time can make a lifetime of
difference. Because kids with something to do are less
likely to do drugs. You can help. For more information on
drug prevention programs in your community, call or visit:

1 877 KIDS 313

www.youcanhelpkids.org
Office of National Drug Control Policy
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Bush calls for American determination at home and abroad
The president then briefly but firmly
stated his opposition to human cloning
and partial-birth abortion. He also
briefly expressed a commitment to peace
between Israel and Palestine and a con
tinued rebuilding of Afghanistan. The
biggest part of Bush’s “compassion”
Iraq: Secretary of State Colin Powell plan centered around providing relief to
will address the U.N. Security Council AIDS patients throughout the world. For
next Wednesday on evidence linking Iraq this purpose Bush says he is asking Con
to terrorists and on Baghdad's refusal to gress for $10 billion in new money over
the next five years.
disarm.
As far as international affairs, Presi
Mentors: Bush called for $450 mil dent Bush expressed disapproval of
lion over three years to connect mentors rogue tactics of North Korea and Iran’s
with 1 million children of prisoners and before turning to the country on
disadvantaged adolescents.
everyone’s mind: Iraq. As he spoke on
subject, everyone listened intently
Growing Deficits: President Bush this
and no applause was heard for several
confronted critics who say his tax cuts minutes. The president cited several in
and new spending are driving deficits to telligence reports of chemical, biologi
record levels, saying his economic cal and nuclear weapon developments
growth policies would bring in more tax within Iraq’s borders. Weapons that have
revenues. He demanded "spending dis not been found by U.N. inspectors, yet
cipline" from lawmakers.
Iraq has failed to provide clear evidence
Terrorism: A new Terrorist Threat In of their destruction. Bush continued by
blasting Iraqi officials forblocking U.N.tegration Center will gather and analyze
sanctioned surveillance flights, intimi
intelligence from a wide array of agen
dating witnesses, coaching their own
cies working at home and abroad.
scientists in their responses to U.N. in
spectors, and using grisly methods to
Source: AP
extract confessions.
Bush closed his comments on Iraq
passed under his tenure, including laws by saying: “We will consult, but let there
limiting future factory pollution and bet be no misunderstanding: If Saddam
ter management of national forests. Yet, Hussein does not fully disarm for the
he went a step further by committing to safety of our people, and for the peace
the exploration of alternative forms of of the world, we will lead a coalition to
energy with a proposition of 1.2 billion disarm him.”
in funding for the research of hydrogenpowered cars.
Sources: CNN, New York Times, ABC
Bush’s fourth domestic goal was to
“apply the compassion of America to the
deepest problems of America.” Under For The Cowl’s take on
this title the President presented strate Bush’s State of the Union
gies and ideas for helping troubled Address, turn to
Americans, including orphans, troubled
Commentary, page 12.
teens and drug addicts.

Topics covered by
Bush at State of the
Union Address:

Bush concluded his speech on the topic of Iraq, stating “The world cannot
afford to wait until the threat from Iraq is plainly imminent., since when have
terrorists and tyrants announced their intentions, politely putting us on notice
before they strike?”
by

Peter Smith ’04
World Staff

In this year’s State of the Union Ad
dress President Bush delivered a rous
ing speech to Congress and a national
televsion audience in
STATE OF
which he asked
THE UNION
America to confront
their problems with “focus, clarity and
courage.” The address,which lasted
about an hour, outlined strategies for
dealing with both domestic and foreign
issues.
The president first addressed the

need to invigorate a slumping economy
through federal income tax relief, elimi
nation of the capital gains tax, small busi
ness expansion, and increase in child tax
credits. Next, President Bush stated his
vision of affordable health care cover
age for all Americans through Medicare
reform. Bush called Medicare “the bind
ing commitment of a caring society” and
received a standing ovation from both
Republicans and Democrats.
Bush also emphasized his goal of
greater energy independence and a
cleaner environment. The President re
cited the environmental legislation

PC security guard arrested for abusing his children
Officer was released after he posted $10,000 bail
by

Mike Speight ’03
World Staff

Shawn Corbett, 37, a security officer
for Providence College, was arrested Jan
23, for abusing his children. He has been
employed by the college for about eigh
teen months.
He was arrested along with his wife,
Mary Ellen Corbett, on charges that they
abused their children for doing their
chores incorrectly
Corbett was charged
with attempted mur
der for allegedly choking one son into
unconsciuousness and throwing the
other one down a flight of stairs, among
other abuse. The couple was arraigned
in Mendon District Court, Mass.. Shawn
Corbett was released after he posted
$10,000 bail. His wife was charged with
assault and battery for allegedly strik
ing their nine-year-old daughter. She was
released on $1,000 bail. The abuse al
legedly occurred on the couples' farm in
Mendon, Mass.
Corbett was suspended from his job
at Providence College on January 23rd.
His wife, a high school special educa
tion teacher in West Roxbury High
School, was placed on administrative
leave. West Roxbury High School prin-

COWLFILE PHOTO

Shawn Corbett, 37, a security officer at Providence College, was suspended
from work on Jan. 23 for allegedly beating his two children.

cipal Donald Pellegrini stated that there
were no previous allegations of abuse
against Corbett by students she taught
at the high school. The Corbetts did not
comment to the media about their arrest,
except for a brief statement Mary Ellen

Corbett made to reporters outside the
courtroom. "I don't abuse my children,"
she claimed.
The police were notified about the
abuse when the two boys, one nine years
old and the other 11 years old, came to

school with injuries including bruises
and scratches. The boys' biological
mother noticed the injuries, and the
school nurse called the police. All three
children were adopted. The boys have
been in the care of the Corbetts since
2000, though the girl was adopted ear
lier. Both adults had passed a back
ground check for suitability as adop
tive parents.
The couple had been investigated
since then for allegations of child abuse.
Mendon police and the Department of
Social Services investigated the claims,
but no charges were ever filed against
them.
The abuse had allegedly been oc
curring for some time. The boys claim
that they had been subject to frequent
spankings and verbal abuse. They al
legedly had been beaten with belts as
well. Police verified that they had
seized several belts from the property.
One of the boys was allegedly beaten
for calling the police last summer,
though for what reason is unknown.
Currently, the three chilldren are
staying with other relatives while the
Corbetts await trial. They are scheduled
to return to court Feb. 13.

Sources: Providence Journal, Associ
ated Press, Boston Globe
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IT HAPPENED ON...

Tuesday
China and Taiwan open air travel

Wednesday
Iraq denies Bush’s claims of ties with al Qaeda

A Taiwan airliner picked up passengers at Shanghai's
international airport today and returned to Taiwan, break
ing a 54-year freeze on commercial aviation across the
Taiwan Strait. The flight by the China Airlines Boeing
747-400 was the first of 16 charter flights to help Tai
wanese living in mainland China to return home for the
Lunar New Year holiday, and was billed as an important
step toward restoring transportation links between the
two bitter political rivals. Fully restoring normal trans
portation ties will almost certainly require months or
years of delicate negotiations and security arrangements.
Still, Taiwan airline executives and Chinese government
officials celebrated what they described as a milestone
and a sign that economic necessity is drawing the rivals
closer together.

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister
Tareq Aziz on Wednesday de
nied President Bush's allegation
that his country has ties to
Osama bin Laden's militant al
Qaeda organization. “I abso
lutely deny that. I absolutely
deny that,” Aziz said in an in
terview on ABC News. “And I
challenge Bush and his govern
ment to present any, any evi
dence of that.” Bush has accused
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
of aiding and protecting “terror
ists, including members of al
Qaeda,” held responsible for the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the
United States.

“The Simpsons” continue their success
For more than a decade
they have reigned as
television's favorite dys
functional family, and now
"The Simpsons” will soon
enter the record books as
the longest-running sitcom
in prime-time history. Now
in their 14th season of ani
mated social satire on Fox
television, that beer-guzzling, doughnut-scarfing family man Homer Simpson
and all the good citizens of Springfield have shown no
signs of aging as they near their 300th episode. Earlier
this month, the network announced that it had renewed
the series for two more years, through May 2005, mean
ing “The Simpsons” will stay on the air for at least 16
seasons. By then, they will have easily eclipsed the reallife Nelson family on “The Adventures of Ozzie and
Harriet" as the longest-running weekly comedy series
on TV.

Weekly

Man versus Machine

Chess grandmaster Garry Kasparov broke a spell in his
contests against computers on Tuesday when he drew the
second game of his 6-game match in New York against
world champion program Deep Junior. In Kasparov's epic
struggles against the IBM supercomputer Deep Blue in
1996 and 1997, the winner of the second game went on
to win the overall match. Kasparov faded after losing at
this stage six years ago, troubled psychologically by
analysis that showed he missed an opportunity to draw
the game. In the contest pitting human intuition and ex
perience against the calculating power of the machine,
Kasparov convincingly won the first game this past Sun
day. He leads the $1 million match, which is sanctioned
by the International Chess Federation.

We thought the president
delivered an effective speech to
the American public.
Staci DeNigris ’04
Maria Cimina ’04

spotlight

Who: Hans Blix

Who: Mohamed ElBaradei

Position: Top Weapons
Inspector in Iraq and head
of the U.N. Monitoring,
Verification and Inspec
tion Commission

Position: Head of the Inter
national Atomic Energy
Agency

Stance: Said Baghdad
has not genuinely ac
cepted U.N. resolutions
demanding that it disarm.
He chided Iraq for failing
to cooperate “in order to
bring the disarmament
task to completion,
through the peaceful pro
cess of inspection, and to
bring the monitoring task
on a firm course.”

What did you think
of President Bush’s
State of the Union
speech?

Stance: Said there was no
evidence so far that Iraq was
reviving its nuclear program
and asked for a “few months”
to complete the search. “With
our verification system now
in place, barring exceptional
circumstances and provided
there is sustained proactive
cooperation by Iraq, we
should be able within the next
few months to provide cred
ible assurance that Iraq has no
nuclear weapons program,”
said ElBaradei.

He was too military driven and
failed to capture all of the issues
sufficiently.
Eloise Barnum ’05

Gas stations to give massages
Thailand’s health ministry is work in road accidents every hour in Thailand
ing with a Thai fuel company to set up - one of the world’s worst accident rates,
traditional massage services at 21 gas the ministry said.
stations along major inter-city highways
and around Bangkok. The ministry
hopes the 15-minute massages will help
motorists relieve stress and subse
quently decrease traffic accidents. “The
more hours people continue to drive on
the roads, the less concentration motor
ists tend to have and the more accidents
are likely to occur,” Vichai Chokevivat,
head of the ministry’s department of
Thai traditional medicine, said in a
statement. On average, two people die
Sources: NYTimes, Reuters, Providence Journal

Too much clapping.
Lauren Jones ’05

World
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NHL team files for bankruptcy

CNN

Ottawa players also got a hit to
their wallets this past month.
by

Tim King ’04

World Staff

It is hard to have sympathy for ath
letes these days. With their million dol
lar contracts, endorsement deals, and
hoards of fans, rarely anyone can be
convinced that ath
BUSINESS
letes do not have a de
ANALYSIS
sirable lifestyle. How
ever, it is hard to simply ignore that the
Ottawa Senators players of the National
Hockey League got an unpleasant shock
just a few weeks ago. When they opened
their paychecks, they found nothing but
an apologetic letter saying that "due to
some bookkeeping errors" they would
not be paid that week. A note like that
would make any employee question the
future of their firm or company. This in
cident began a series of events that would
lead to the bankruptcy filing of two
prominent NHL franchises.
In early January the Ottawa Senators,
who are midway through the season as
one of the top teams in the NHL, an
nounced that they were having serious
financial troubles causing an inability to
pay their players on time. Only a week
later, the Senators franchise declared
bankruptcy and had to receive a great
sum of money from the National Hockey
League to stay open for business for the
rest of the season. The unusual aspect of
this disclosure remains that the Senators
were, according to their accounting num
bers, running their day-to-day operations
quite efficiently and should not have had
any difficulty making a payment to the
team. The missed paycheck was a mis
calculation in an expense account, but
not something that proved that the com
pany was in any sort of financial trouble.
Only after the event received national
media coverage did information con
cerning the Senator’s $250 million long
term debt lead to the announcement of
bankruptcy. The paycheck incident
opened the door for all these questions.
Declaring bankruptcy is a product of
not having enough cash on hand to pay
those who have leant you money in the
past. Ticket and concession sales and em
ployee salaries do not explain the prob
lem completely. Ottawa has sighted sev
eral reasons not having to do with their
daily operations that caused the problem.
Officials for the Ottawa club have
noted that the exchange rate has been
killing the profits and cash flow of their
team. In reality, it is managerial decisions

surrounding this exchange rate that
caused the problem. The American dol
lar is currently worth roughly $1.50 in
Canadian dollars. So why not just raise
everything accordingly in relation to the
exchange rate? A great question, but ob
viously not one considered by the own
ers and managers of the Senators. In
other words, a $20 seat at a Bruins game
should be about $30 (Canadian) in Ot
tawa, but the team (sighting marketing
concerns) still charged only $20 Cana
dian for the SAME seat. The result: a
huge loss every time they open the gates
for an event.
Most arenas in the United States host
not only hockey but professional bas
ketball, and a variety of other events
which draw money to help pay off the
costs of the building debt. Ottawa, how
ever, does not have the luxury of a pro
fessional basketball team to draw even
more revenue and help split the cost of
the building’s loans. As a result, many
of the Canadian hockey franchises are
having some degree of difficulty main
tain enough funds to stay afloat.
Of course, some may expect this sort
of thing from our neighbors to the north,
but financial trouble also struck for com
pletely different reasons in Buffalo. The
wealthy and prominent Rigas family
owned the Buffalo Sabres, and the team
was, over the past months, accumulat
ing a great deal of creditors who are be
coming hesitant to loan the team money.
This would seem strange until you con
sider that several members of the Rigas
family are now in prison for their in
volvement in the highly- publicized
Adelphia Communications scandal,
which rivaled the same amount of
wrongdoing as Enron.
Creditors tend to become a bit ner
vous loaning money to people who have
a history of extortion and money laun
dering. Needless to say, if you do not
have anyone to finance your activities,
there is no way that you can stay open
under the current bad reputation. The
only answer was to declare bankruptcy
and try and start from scratch with some
assistance from the NHL, making the
seconding casualty for the league in un
der a month.
Despite the waves of controversy
surrounding this issue lately, sports fran
chises going bankrupt are definitely a
rarity when you look at the past. The
NHL is the only of the four major sports
(baseball, basketball, hockey and foot
ball) to ever have a professional team
file for bankruptcy. It happened almost
a decade ago when a similar situation
hit the Pittsburgh Penguins. Other than
that, no team has ever had to result to
filing bankruptcy papers. However,
these past weeks have struck a lot of fear
into the hearts of sports franchises span
ning all sports, begging the question:
how well is our team really doing? This
time though, it has nothing to do with
wins and losses.

Sources: CNNfi.com and ESPN.com
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“Shoe-bomber” reveals reason for crime
by Jay

Higgins ’03

World Editor

A man who admitted trying to blow
up a jetliner with plastic explosives hid
den in his shoes claims he did not do it
out of hatred toward the United States,
but rather to defend
Islam, a religion he
says saved him from a
life, of drug abuse,
street life and poverty.
Reid, 29, admitted he
tried to ignite the shoe
bombs aboard Ameri
can Airlines Flight 63
on Dec. 22, 2001,
three months after the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks left many Americans afraid to fly.
Passengers and crew members overpow
ered Reid after he tried to light a fuse
protruding from one of his shoes.
While pleading guilty in October,
Reid said he was a member of the terror
ist group al Qaeda and declared his ha
tred for the United States.
But in their sentencing memo, Reid's
lawyers say he did not do it to wage war
against America. They say he "took no
pleasure" in trying to blow up the plane,
but did it to defend Islam, which he be

lieves has been under attack by the
United States. Reid claims in letters he
wrote from prison that the United States
— through sanctions imposed on Iraq —
is responsible for the deaths of 2 million
Iraqi children.
Reid said he assembled the bomb in
an Amsterdam park, but explosives ex
perts say the bomb required machinery
and skills Reid didn't possess. What's
more likely, say terrorism experts, is that
Reid received the shoe bomb from a con
tact in Paris before he tried to board an
American Airlines flight to Miami.
Reid's first attempt to board a flight
was foiled by security personnel who
were suspicious that he didn't look like
a vacation traveler. But he was allowed
to board a flight the next day.
An hour into the trip, Reid tried six
times to light a detonation cord in his
sneaker before flight attendants and pas
sengers overpowered him. The airliner
with 197 people on board was diverted
to Boston, where Reid was taken into
custody.
He faces 60 years to life in prison
when he is sentenced January 30.

Sources: ABCnews, Yahoo
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The Rhode Island Alpha Chapter
of

Phi Sigma Tau
(The National Philosophical Honor Society) and
the Department of Philosophy at Providence
College present a lecture by

Dr. Craig Paterson
Assistant Professor of Philosophy
Providence College

“The Ethical Dilemmas of Human Cloning”

Tuesday, February 4, 4:00 p.m.
Slavin Center Soft Lounge - Room 100

paintings by

Christian
Contini
Hunt-Cavanagh Gallery
Providence College
January 24, 2003 - February 21, 2003

February 21st - 23rd
Promenade Room
Holiday Inn
21 Atwells Ave.

Opening Reception:
Saturday, January 25, 2003
2:00pm - 4:00 pm
Gallery Hours:
Monday- Friday 4:00 am - 4:00pm
When school is in session.
No weekend Hours unless noted
for information call 865-2401
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Don’t cheat on your community responsibilities:

Academic integrity forum a student priority
by

Stephanie Pietros ’04
Commentary Staff

Providence College is on the verge
of implementing something that will
affect the academic lives of each and
every one of its students. No, silly, DWC
is
not
being
ACADEMIC
replaced by a
INTEGRITY : course that touts the
principles
of
modern secular society and a relativistic
agenda, as happy as that might make
some of students (myself excluded).
Rather, a code of Academic Integrity will
soon take effect.
But before you begin to whine about
more bureaucratic rules and regulations,
as I understand you may be inclined to
do, there is something very important
you must know. Every student here at
PC will have a chance to voice their
opinions and concerns regarding the
code. In fact, everyone will have a
chance to enact changes. The code is
not yet finalized, and before it becomes
the law of the land, you all have a chance
to be instrumental in its development.
Yes, that means you.
Right now, the College has no explicit
policy regarding academic dishonesty.
The only mention of academic
dishonesty is in the College Catalog; no
mention of it occurs in the Student
Handbook. The Catalog itself is rather
vague, simply stating that acts of
academic dishonesty such as plagiarism
and cheating are “subject to an
appropriate penalty,” and the professor
of the course “will inform the Office of

By clearly explicating issues of
academic dishonesty, as well as
providing students with methods
of recourse, students will be
provided with clearer guidelines
and better ways of addressing
academic dishonesty.

----------------------- —"
the Dean of Undergraduate Studies” of
any infractions. The policy is stated in a
rather brief and succinct paragraph,
without much explication. This lack of
information is in stark contrast to the
numerous pages of disciplinary rules
found in the student handbook regarding
various social behaviors such as alcohol
and substance abuse, parking, parietals,
etc.
According to the current policy,
students and faculty alike have very little
explanation of and very little recourse
to accusations of academic dishonesty.
Obviously, there are certain behaviors
that are clearly unacceptable, such as
cheating on an exam or plagiarism in a
term paper. Some issues are less clearly
dishonest, however. What about
obtaining previous versions of a test
from other students to use as a study
guide? What about using an old paper
and modifying it just a little bit to use
for resubmission? There is obvious need
for a more explicit, detailed, universal
policy which provides both students and
faculty a clear set of rules as well as a
proscribed course of action for

addressing incidents of academic
dishonesty.
The proposed code is the result of
several years’ work on the part of
students, faculty and administrators. It
involved research into existing codes of
Academic Integrity of various other
colleges and universities, as well as
insight into the current policies and
procedures in effect here at PC. The
result of this research will be presented
in the form of a proposed code at a forum
sponsored by the Center for Teaching
Excellence on Feb. 6.
It is vitally important that everyone
who is able attends this forum. Its
purpose is twofold; it will be educational
as well as an opportunity for students
and faculty to address concerns
regarding the proposal. At this point in
the code’s development, it is still just a
proposal, and everyone has the
opportunity to express their concerns
and affect change. This code will govern
the academic lives of each and every
student here at PC. It will become the
implicit precondition to registration for
classes. Thus, we will all be obligated
to abide by its rules and regulations.
The code, while it may initially
appear to do little more than subject
students to more needless rules and
regulations, will in actuality provide
students with more rights. By clearly
explicating issues of academic
dishonesty, as well as providing students
with methods of recourse including a
hearing in front of a disciplinary board
comprised of both students and faculty,

JOHN ENGLISHMEN '03/The Cowl

Dr. Joe Cammarano, Assistant
Professor of Political Science, will
head a forum next Wednesday to
discuss the implementation of an
academic integrity policy at Provi
dence College.

students will be provided with clearer
guidelines and better ways of addressing
them.
Contrary to popular myths regarding
such codes, it does not place students a
position where they are “tattling” on
each other, but in a position where both
students and faculty members alike are
held accountable for upholding the code.
It will give students a more active and
equal role in enforcing an area of our
academic lives which we hitherto had
very little control over. This makes the
need for students to participate in
discourse regarding the proposed code
all the more vital. It is our right and our
duty.

Vaccinate against media hype, not smallpox
by

Caitlin Ford ’05

Commentary Staff

Recently the media has been
discussing the threat of biological
warfare extensively. Beginning with the
vials of bubonic plague-causing bacteria
supposedly stolen
from Texas Tech
WAR AND
University,
the
MEDICINE
media and the
government have
created a fear of bioterroristic action and
have even taken measures to prepare the
nation for such an attack. The truth of
the threat of biological warfare, however,
is far lower than the image being
projected, and the precautions of the
government are neither necessary nor
truly healthy at this time.
The first change in preparation for the
possibility of biological warfare is being
implemented by the new Homeland
Security Department. Their scheme to
convert 3,000 existing environmental
monitoring stations into systems to
detect germs of potential bioterrorism is
far from cost-effective. It will cost a
million dollars for each station to be
upgraded, plus another million dollars
every year for each city to run the
system.
The monitoring stations, which are
currently being run by the
Environmental Protection Agency in
order to measure pollutants and air
quality, will be fit with new filters that
will be able to detect germs and other

The smallpox vaccine may
cause death, and anyone who
comes in contact with a person
who has been vaccinated may
be unintentionally affected by
the virus.

Before going out to your local KMart and buying a stockpile of gas
masks and personal bioshields,
consider that your fears of bio-terror
may be somewhat overblown.

biological agents. This plan presents a
problem because the pollutants and
meteorological information that the
monitors now measure in areas with
continually high ozone levels, usually
large cities, are essential in studying and
preventing the health problems and
ecological effects of toxic pollutants.
Although the administration has not
been clear on when the change from EPA
to Homeland Security will take place, it
is not linked to any specific terroristic
threat, and it seems that the department
itself is even unsure of the move.
President Bush’s next step in
protecting the nation from biological
warfare is already causing much

controversy. Bush has proposed to force
500,000 military personnel as well as
500,000 civilian emergency room and
other health care workers to be
vaccinated for smallpox. Eventually
about 10 million people, including
police officers and firefighters, would
be given the vaccine and it would then
be made available voluntarily to the
general public.
Although smallpox has been
eradicated throughout the world and
routine vaccinations were stopped in the
United States in 1972, experts in the
administration fear that it is one of the
most likely weapons in an attack of
bioterrorism because the disease is
contagious, often fatal, and most of the
population is not protected against it.
Health care officials and their unions,
however, have taken a stand against
these vaccinations, declaring that the
“potential side effects are too severe.”
The vaccine may cause death, and
anyone who comes in contact with a
person who has been vaccinated may be

unintentionally affected by the virus.
Health care workers could, then, cause
more harm than good by treating patients
after being vaccinated. The American
Academy of Pediatrics has stated that a
limited amount of vaccines should be
given in case of an attack, but none
before there is even a case for concern.
Furthermore, the media has added to
the popular belief in the necessity of
these measures by carrying these stories
as top news day after day. While Bush
is continuing to lose support in his
possible war with Iraq, fear of terrorism
has not subsided. However, as the public
is made aware of these actions of the
government, and as no attack or even
serious threat is made, a “boy who cried
wolf’ mentality will set in, making the
American people too skeptical of such
reports.
The threat of biological warfare has
been exaggerated by both the
precautionary measures of the
government as well as the media
coverage of these actions. While there
are no serious threats of bioterrorism at
the present, the Homeland Security
Department has proposed measures for
early detection and President Bush has
given a proposal in order to protect
against the possible spread of smallpox,
should it be used as a weapon. These
measures are most likely unnecessary,
but the media has portrayed them as
protective measures against an imminent
threat.
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State of the Union:
Tangents talk back
Missed the hottest TV spot since the Superbowl? Discuss
ing the State of the Union in class? Commentary’s got
your back with our takes on the annual address.
President George W. Bush is a great storyteller. Dubya told a tale of deception
and lies by the evil Saddam Hussein (ironically, the main character of many of
George Senior’s stories, too). With a pending conflict in Iraq, President Bush failed
to make a strong argument for war with the poor nation. Rather, he simply combined
all the stories his administration has been leaking in the press—none of which can
be shown to be more than entertaining fiction. Bush offered no alternative plans to
diplomatically settle the “situation” with Iraq. Moreover, he all but completely
ducked the more crucial problem in North Korea. On a side note: The West Wing
screenwriters have written more inspiring State of the Unions for Jed Bartlett (Martin
Sheen) than the senior staff speechwriters in this administration. —Mike Raia ’05
Bush turned the Democrats over on his knee and spanked home his plans to
phase out Social Security, make his tax reductions permanent, and pass his faith
based spending initiative. Although Bush invoked God’s blessing frequently, Bush
revealed that his real faith lies in the miracles of money. Bush listed handouts like
a drunken Santa Claus at an office party, but where the money will come from
between our $300 billion deficit and his tightening taxes he failed to explain. He
also gloried in gruesome details on Iraq’s human rights violations, describing graphic
torture in order to scare people into accepting the idea that war in Iraq is justifiable.
How armed forces keep peace is still a mystery to me, though. What amounts to a
Republican wet dream will be giving Dems nightmares for the next year.. .or five.
—Erin Simmeth ’03

Whether or not you agree with Bush’s domestic plans depends solely on politi
cal ideology. We all know that the Iraq segment of his speech was the crucial part.
It also turned out to be most powerful and the most decisive. Most of us (myself
included) shamefully get the majority of our news from media sound bytes, pop
culture satire, and inane conversations in Raymond Cafeteria. Our opinions are
persuaded by this often one-sided absorption. It was refreshing to hear an actual
administrative position, based upon the presentation of evidence. Of course, doing
nothing about the situation in Iraq is the easy choice. It is as easy to accept as it is
to undertake. But ease of acceptance does not determine rightness. Neither does
the avoidance of possible danger. I am an American and I have faith in my presi
dent to make a just decision. —John McHugh ’03
While Bush’s address was filled with his tired economic proposals and much of
the expected evidence supporting a war with Iraq, he did present a few surprising
environmental policies. His advocacy of the Clear Skies legislation as well as the
Healthy Forests Initiative demonstrate more environmental concern than Bush has
ever shown before. Furthermore, his proposed funding for research of hydrogenpowered cars shows a program for future energy efficiency and environmental pro
tection. George W. Bush, if only in appearances, may be taking a new approach to
the ecological factors that affect us all. —Caitlin Ford ’05

Although the half of the address detailing the actions of Saddam Hussein and
the imminent threat of war was deeply troubling to me, one particular phrase stood
out. President Bush stated that the war against terrorism is a battle of wills, and that
the U.S. must persevere in rooting out the threats to our country and the world. If I
am to see my generation go to war, I hope that it is not merely a battle of will and
thus a display of might, but one of truth. To my mind, there is no rationale in fight
ing a war that is a mere matter of will and might. I am not even convinced that war
of any kind is justified. All I know is that the possession of truth should be the only
impetus behind our country’s actions. The President, in his concluding statements,
called upon guidance of He whom is the ultimate source of truth. We must all pray
that this truth, wherever it resides, shall be made free. —Stephanie Pietros ’04

I’ll be the first to say made-up words like “Hitlerism” and phrases like “a child
born today could be powered by hydrogen” are enough to make the ears of the
Intelligentsia bleed. Yet, many would prefer a fumbled last line to blatant lies about
the White House brothel. All Bush-haters sitting on the edge of their seats antici
pating the next mispronounced word wasted their time. How delighted would an
Iraqi be to see Americans jeering at our president’s lack of public speaking skills,
while even the slightest possibility of war is upon us? Our President has the job of
avoiding another act of terrorism at all costs. During the address, we should have
been more inclined to uneasiness than to glee at the “Bushism” tally.
—Juliette Paul ’05
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Letters to the Editor
Pay your own way on RIPTA
The median income for families of
students at PC surpassed $100,000
several years ago. Put another way,
many, if not most students at PC come
from relative wealth.
Thus it is surprising to me that Rhode
Island’s publicly supported bus system,
RIPTA, has extended free bus service to
PC and Salve Regina University
students. I expect that soon students at
other R.I. colleges, will be riding around
for free. Taxpayers will soon be footing
quite a bill, even as we struggle to
balance the state’s budget.
While it is true that hard work does
pay off and that many persons achieved
success through their own efforts, the
case of the “free ride” for college
students is instructive: advantage tends
to go to the already empowered.
I must say that I am at a complete
loss to understand why RIPTA has

extended this opportunity to generally
well-to-do college students and why RI
citizens are being asked to underwrite
trips to Providence Place Mai1, the Block
Island Ferry, and other points of interest
to students.
I would prefer that needy parents who
ride RIPTA buses be given a free pass
for their children. I would be happy as
well if qualifying elderly persons were
accorded the courtesy that has been
extended to these college students.
I am happy that students at PC have,
as they do, a free and safe transportation
system provided by the College. But the
cost of this service should be borne by
those who use it.
Dr. John J. Colby
Editors ’ Note: The Jan. 23 Cowl article
on this topic failed to mention that PC
does reimburse RIPTA for its services.
We apologize for the misinformation.

No War in Iraq, no hope for J.Lo
The World section in last week’s
Cowl mentioned that because empty
warheads recently found in Iraq by
United Nations inspectors that the “U.S.
is still not ready to declare war.”
Since Mr. Mike Speight ’03 of the
World staff wrote this piece, I wish to
mention that because Congress passed
President George W. Bush’s “Iraq war
resolution” last year that there will not
be a declaration of war if Mr. Bush
decides to invade Iraq, which in my
opinion is unnecessary and which I
strongly oppose.
I wish to express kudos to Senators
Jack Reed and Lincoln Chafee, along
with Congressman James Langevin for
not voting their approval of the Iraq war
resolution. Congressman Patrick

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all
members of the Providence College com
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer’s name, signature, and a phone
number where they can be reached. Ar
ticles will be printed as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
editorial board and its administrative su
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the

Kennedy ’91 voted for the resolution. He
is also supporting Congressman Richard
Gephardt to be the United States 44th
President. Mr. Gephardt has as much
chance to be the next President of the
United States as I have in obtaining a
date with either actresses Nicole
Kidman, Sandra Bullock or Jennifer
Lopez.
Running for President is a money
game. The candidate in 2004 who raise
the most campaign money will win the
election. In the interim between now and
2004 that all candidates will be
concerned with confronting terrorism.
And, the health of the economy, not war
with Iraq. God bless America. Peace!
Russell P. Demoe ’73
Editor are the opinions of the writer only
and do not reflect the viewpoint of The
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered,
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-8651202, submit online at www.thecowl.com,
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin
104. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques
tions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $25.00 per
YEAR BY MAIL. STUDENT SUBSCRIPTION IS
INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. CORRESPONDENCE
CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO I THE COWL,

Providence College, Providence, Rhode
Island 02918.
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Heart of the Matter:
Wall of separation
stengthens service
programs
by

Mike Raia ’05

Housing and Urban
Development funding
houses of worship?

Asst. Commentary Editor

We live in an age where counseling
centers, homeless shelters and lowincome housing are becoming more and
more necessary. The federal government
recognized this
reality and created a
HEART OF
department
to
THE MATTER
vitalize the growth
and effectiveness of these assets: the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). President Bush, as
part of his faith-based initiative, is
proposing legislation that would take
money away from potential rehab clinics
and AIDS patient communes and allow
religious groups to receive funding for
their buildings of worship.
Bush’s proposed shift of HUD policy
would allow religious groups to seek
federal housing money to build, buy, or
rehabilitate structures of worship, so
long as service-work carried out through
the building is secular. It is, however,
virtually impossible for a religious group
of any kind to completely abandon its
religious platform for even the small
stretches when a building is used for
social services.
Even if the federal money, which is
compiled from taxes of citizens
practicing every reach of faith (or no
faith at all), is used to open a homeless
shelter or rehab clinic, the influence of
religious agendas will dominate its
everyday practices. For example, a
Catholic counseling center for AIDS
would never betray Vatican teaching and
advocate the use of condoms. By funding
related secular projects rather than the
religious affiliated proposals, the
government does not run the risk of tax
payer money compromising the goals of
service for narrow ranged religious
morality.

" -------- ----------------President Bush’s faith-based
initiative undercuts the work of
secular organizations, which are
not otherwise bound by limited,
unshared morals.

-------------------------- "
HUD was established to help ease the
burden of funding for groups seeking
low-income housing among other
community assets. It was not created to
give global religious organizations an
easier path to build elaborate cathedrals.
Religious groups are not taxed. They are
part of an extensive national (sometimes
global) web of corporate-like
organizations. In addition, religious
organizations’ lifeblood lies within
donations from its own members.
However, these groups are still searching
for money, even if it is at the expense of
programs which do a more effective job
of counseling,
housing,
and
rehabilitating than the churches ever
could. (Maybe religious groups just need
to increase their decreasing capital after
the plaguing abuse settlements from the
past years.)
Religious organizations can do great
service to in their community. Spiritual
based hospitals, for example, are among
the most reputable in the nation. Catholic
Charities, a non-profit organization
(which is funded heavily by the federal
government), organizes and funds a vast
array of service in all realms of society.
However, funding from HUD for
structural costs would not allow these
groups to do even more good work.

Religious groups will soon be allowed to use
federal grants to refurbish existing buildings
or purchase new space for use as a clinic or
shelter. Our writers debate how “separate ”
church and state should be.

funds after they get them. But isn’t this
an inconvenience that accompanies all
government grants? The government
has to make sure that Mayor Smith uses
his federal money to build a new school
and not to build himself a new condo.
Now the government will have to make
sure that Rabbi Smith uses his federal
money to build a single-parent
counseling center and not to build a new
synagogue.
I do not even have to argue why this
is a good logistical decision by pointing
to the fact that many, if not most, of the
ultimately successful charities in this
country are religion-based. If religious
groups get the money that Bush wants
to give them, than they will do a good
job using it to help people. But this is of
no relevance to our discussion because
the attacks against the president’s plan
are all founded on accusations that it
breeches the separation of church and
state.
I find it ironic that the ever-appealedto doctrine of “The Separation of Church
and State” has such a devout
congregation of frightened freedom
hating, quick-to-be-offended “liberals”
(I use quotations here to signify my
disagreement with the choice of title for
the most frequently closed-mind
segment of the political arena) who bow
in homage to their own belief that
religion should have absolutely nothing
to do with any decent God-fearing
American citizen’s public life.

" -------------------------To deny groups funding because
they have a religious affiliation
is just as un-American as it is to
grant groups funding because
they have a religious affiliation.
Should federal dollars once used to fund housing projects such as the Seattle
Urban Rest Stop, inset, be used to refurbish religious buildings such as the
National Cathedral in Washington D.C.?

Rather, it would close funds allowing for
a hospital devoted to low-income
patients in the Bronx. It would rebuild
the basement of a beautiful synagogue
at the expense of aiding a local
Community Development Corporation
with the purchase of low-income
housing units on Goddard Street here in
Providence.
Additionally, Bush’s plan opens his
administration up to political criticism.
Inevitably there will be controversy over
the allocation of funding. The JudeoChristian tradition practiced by the bulk
of the country will have a louder voice
and may eventually cover that of smaller
religious groups such as Muslims and
Buddhists.
Religious organizations are also
putting themselves at risk by accepting
this proposal. Government will have a
much greater role in their everyday
workings just as investors of secular
building projects have a role in those
organizations. The wall of separation
between church and state is solid, but
only single-plied. If one side tears it
down, both can walk in and out of the
daily activities of the other.
President Bush is making a major
mistake in allowing religious
organizations the chance to “compete”
with secular service organizations for
federal housing funding. His faith-based
initiative undercuts the work of secular
organizations, which are not otherwise
bound by limited, unshared morals.
Additionally, religious groups, unlike
most recipients of HUD funding, are
lucrative organizations already enjoying
extensive tax credits. Bush is reopening
a closed debate over religion’s role in
American politics and stomping on a
national tradition of secular acceptance.

Separation leads to
discrimination
John McHugh ’03
Commentary Staff

by

One of the, if not the, most important
responsibilities of a just government is
to determine how public funds should
be allocated in a way that promotes the
greatest good for
the greatest number
HEART OF
of people. This
THE MATTER
includes everything
from building safe
roads to running public schools. The
Bush administration has decided that
religious groups should be able to
receive public funding because they
produce a great good for a great many.
There is no secret plan to instill the pope
as king of our newly-named country,
Christiania.
The religious groups of this country
have just as much of a right to receive
federal tax dollars as any other social
organization. The money that the Bush
Administration is intending to give them
is not for new yarmulkes or gold
chalices, or even new places of worship
(which I would be willing to argue is
entirely acceptable as a promotion of
culture). It is for buildings that can be
used for the non-denominational social
services that the groups provide (such
as domestic abuse counseling centers
and homeless shelters).
I admit that there are some initial
problems with this plan. For example,
it will be difficult to make sure that
religious groups properly allocate these

-------------------------- "
The Bush administration’s new plan
to allocate funding to religious groups
is being met with criticism for this reason
alone: the feeble-minded immediately
react negatively to any mention of
religion in a non-private forum. It is as
if religious life is some dirty little secret
that should be neither seen nor heard, let
alone promoted, in the fear that it may
disrupt our civic worship of a secular
government. According to these people,
it is not even acceptable to say “Merry
Christmas” anymore.
The separation of church and state
was intended to promote religious
freedom and to completely remove from
American society any trace of the
religious persecution and strife that still
plagues much of the world. For this
reason, we are not a Christian country,
an Islamic country, a Judaic country, a
Hindu country or a Buddhist country.
But we must also remember that we are
not an atheistic country either and that it
is just as dogmatic to zealously
discourage something as it is to zealously
promote it. Freedom of religion not only
prevents religious groups from
dominating society but it also allows
religious groups to freely practice their
religion. And if they happen to be doing
a public service on the side, then they
should be free to receive public money,
regardless of what their official views on
religion are.
This is not a separation of church and
state issue. This is a discrimination issue.
To deny groups funding because they
have a religious affiliation is just as unAmerican as it is to grant groups funding
because they have a religious affiliation.
The Bush Administration’s planned
funding will not even support religion.
It will support social welfare groups that
happen to be religious. These groups
should not be left out in the cold because
of that fact, especially when they possess
the potential to do so much public good.
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Affirmative action: equality in progress
by Walker Sands ’03
Guest Commentary

As we evaluate affirmative action as
a nation, many clarifications should be
made. Affirmative action ideally
promotes the inclusion of women, racial
minorities and differently-able people.
These groups have
visible differences
AFFIRMATIVE
working against
ACTION
their education,
promotion and
employment. AA’s first priority and
highest benefactors are white women.
Providence College opened its doors to
women only 32 years ago under the
same goal of inclusion.
AA was established to address
systematic discrimination. Education
and business’s “preference for people
like me” inhibits improvement and is
unjust. Many believe this is “just the
way it is,” but when it appears that
someone’s racial minority status may
help them, screams of “injustice” and
“reverse-racism” resound. Many say
AA is a simple “hook-up.” This is
untrue. AA is an equalizer for
underrepresented peoples who meet or
surpass academic credentials. These
applicants of color qualify for admission
despite traditional socioeconomic
injustices.
PC itself had the working-class Irish

AP PHOTO

Natural Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice voiced her support for the
University of Michigan’s affirmative action policy, dissenting from President
George W. Bush’s stance.

and Italian-Americans in mind when it
was founded. It opened its doors to
Jewish students when Brown refused
them acceptance. When qualified
peoples of a different color are recruited,
some PC students become disturbed.
MLK scholars bring another type of
education to the campus: cultural breadth
and depth. They meet and often exceed
the admission standards of the school.
Cowl writer Stephanie Pietros ’04

Admit minorities, not
wealthy underachievers
by

Sasha Gillin ’04

Commentary Staff

affirmative action is also highly ironic
due to his own personal benefits from
the system that he seeks to destroy. It is
common knowledge that President Bush
was a less-than-stellar student during his
time at Phillips Academy and then at
Yale and Harvard Business School.
While Bush will be the first to jump on
the idea of average black students
stealing educational opportunities away
from brilliant white pupils, he never
questions how a poor student such as
hi mself got admitted into two of the top
colleges in the country.
"

Last week President Bush proved to
be the kind, compassionate conservative
we all know he is by heroically restoring
justice to those who have been racially
discri m i na ted :
against the most—
AFFIRMATIVE
white
people.
ACTION
Apparently, Bush
has decided that iit is not in his best
interest to try to gain any more than the
measly 8% of the black vote he received
in the 2000 election, and instead has
successfully managed to do his part to
offend many people supporting
Bush needs to recognize his
admission assistance for minorities in
obligation
to provide minority
educational opportunities.
students
with the same
Bush announced his controversial
plan to intervene in a Supreme Court
opportunities he received from
case and oppose affirmative action
Yale and Harvard.
admission policies at the University of
Michigan in a televised statement. The
Bush’s admittance into Yale and
suit was originally brought against the Flarvard Business is a direct example of
prestigious university by three white political affirmative action. Whereas the
students who claimed that the University of Michigan seeks to enroll
admissions policies barred them front more minorities to increase diversity
admission to the university’s law school among the student body, Yale and
by favoring minority applicants.
Harvard seek to enroll more mediocre
In his speech Bush said, “At their rich kids to increase generous donations
core, the Michigan policies amount to a from their wealthy and powerful alumni
quota system that unfairly rewards or parents.
penalizes prospective students based
Bush’s outcry against affirmative
solely on their race.” Not only is Bush’s action further highlights his reputation
statement completely inaccurate, but he of being non-sympathetic to minorities.
clearly tries to propagate his audience He neither understands the racial
by using racially bothersome words such problem in America, nor does he make
as “quotas.” Quotas have long been a any attempt to really try to fix them.
curse at the heart of the affirmative action Affirmative action is not intended to give
debate and although Bush claims that minorities undeserved advantages and
they are used by admissions at the handouts at the expense of hard-working
University of Michigan, he is clearly white students as Mr. Bush seems to
mistaken. Mary Sue Coleman, the think. Affirmative action is intended to
president of the University, responded to help balance the academic playing field
the president’s comments and informed that is so severely tipped.
him that the university “does not have,
Bush may try his hardest to play
and has never had, quotas or numerical down the race issue in America and claim
targets in either the undergraduate or law that affirmative action lowers standards
school admissions programs.”
for minorities while robbing white
In fact, affirmative action has been students of opportunities. Bush needs
the only thing that has kept the to take a more serious look at the race
University of Michigan from being issue and understand that civil rights still
almost totally white. At present the need to be on the forefront of politics.
undergraduate and law school In his plan to “leave no child behind”
percentage of African-American Bush needs to recognize his obligation
students is still startlingly low, at 8.4 and to provide minority students with the
6.7 percent, respectively.
same opportunities he received from
Bush's strong opposition to Yale and Harvard,

referred to AA saying, “It is absurd to
promote superiority based solely on a
physical characteristic such as a skin
color.” Here lies another misconception.
AA’s goal is equality, not superiority. I’m
a MLK scholar and would hate to find
that my fellow students, to whom I give
my time as a resident assistant, peer
counselor and student advocate, look at
me as an injustice. I’ve never known a
black, Southeast Asian or LatinoAmerican student screaming epithets at
their white counterparts.
To exclude the historical context of
affirmative action limits our road to
equality and options for change. Legal
segregation ensured white students
would not share their education with
black students. America is composed
of all peoples of the world. Many
European ethnicities were initially
discriminated against and forced into
ghettoes. Eventually these groups
assimilated, while large populations of
African-Americans—who built the
nation’s economy upon that soil that held
them captive—were left in poverty.
Non-white people of color were stranded
in areas of depreciation in the world’s
richest nation through bias in laws and
education. Affirmative action seeks to
heal this injustice for an equitable future.
Class status disguised racial
discrimination in Boston and nationwide
early on. Claiming black children were
inferior and slowed the learning process
for white children, boroughs were
designed so that blacks would go to one
area and whites to another. White
schools received the funding. This was
not tax-based; this was race-based. This
tradition of inferior schooling for blacks
(and soon other non-whites) remained
unchallenged until 1971. White families
fled to the suburbs when forced to share
their resources with blacks. The tax base
deflated as families took their income
to the suburbs. State funding to black
and later Latino schools dropped almost
immediately. This was a clear message
about whom America wanted to educate.

Class does not define racial
discrimination. They can go together but
one does not dismiss the other.
In
response to Pietro’s description of
disadvantaged experiences, I’ll call it the
“sixth toe” syndrome. FYI: There are
scholarships for the learning disabled,
and some groups offer support to GLBT
students. I’ve never seen a student or
employee dismissed because of an extra
digit, since most people wear some type
of shoe.
Affirmative action has always existed
for white males, and in lesser forms, for
white females. To only enable the
success of one group is depraved and
self-destructive. Is a nation truly
successful who only offers equity to
some of its citizens? How many times
have we heard a friend say, “My uncle
works there” or “She went to school with
my dad so I’m all set”? Networking is
as American as apple pie, but so is
discrimination.
Imagine being
purposefully excluded from this network:
the gateway to livable housing, adequate
schooling, and access to public facilities
you pay taxes on. The list goes on with
things that many of us, including myself,
take for granted.

To refuse a helping hand for
students who have proven
themselves equal is absurd.

-------------------------- "
If we dismiss all preferences as
injustices, then we should shred the pile
of alumni kids that sits at the top of the
stack. Most alumni are white males.
Colleges reward those who promise to
bring more revenue in the future. All
students who do well here are making
that very promise, but they have proved
it in ways other than bloodlines. Those
at PC who require no financial aid, less
than 30% of us, are also high in priority.
The school will happily accept someone
whose parents can pay their child’s way.
If two applicants have the same academic
records, the one who requires less
assistance is highly considered.
For a long time now, MLK scholars
have met PC requirements before any
reward for academics and leadership can
be given. If we look around, racial
minority status is not a PC prerequisite.
The nerve of some of us have, asking for
assistance in bettering ourselves! What
about the exceptional young woman who
is overlooked because the targeted group
was white middle class males so PC
could even out gender population?
We all deserve education, and to
dismiss a helping hand for students who
have already proved themselves equal is
absurd. In the case of this school, I know
my fellow students and Multicultural
scholars have because they’re still here.
As an American for democracy, I say be
for affirmative action or against it, based
on principle, preference or whatever, but
at least do yourself the justice of knowing
if you’re standing against yourself.

Online Poll Results
Poll for the 1/23 issue: “Should PC implement an
affirmative action policy?”
Yes, a pro-diversity admission policy would enrich the PC
community.
(15%, 12 votes)

Maybe, but not using a quota system.
(44%, 13 votes)

No, admissions should be solely on the basis of merit.
(68%, 53 votes)

Poll current as of Wednesday 4 p.m.
Vote on this issue’s poll at www.thecowl.com: “Will the academic integrity
policy positively impact student life?”

Join the debate at www.thecowl.com
Or, fill out an application for Commentary in Slavin 104
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The Bottom
Line
By Dave Quinn ’04
A&E Editor

Razzle Dazzle ‘em
How Chicago has saved the movie musical
Most movies today come from
another form of media. They’re either
adapted from a best-selling book (Lord
of the Rings, Spider-Man, Harry Potter,
Bridget Jones’ Diary).based on the true
story of a life (Catch Me If You Can,
Confessions of a Dangerous Mind, Erin
Brockovich), or follow an unoriginal
formula set by dozens of previous films
(every romantic comedy, Bond flick, or
sequel). And while these blatant
generalizations may seem uneducated,
they set the stage for the rebirth of one
genre perceived dead in today’s era: the
movie musical.
While most big-name studios
dismissed musicals as a form that
wouldn’t sell on screen, Broadway was
doing just the opposite, bringing
successful movies to the stage in an
attempt to pull audiences to the theatre.
It makes perfect sense—take material
that you know already sells, add some
music to it, and hope people come.
Hence, Broadway saw the emergence of
Footloose, Saturday Night Fever, The
Producers, The Full Monty, Beauty and
the Beast, The Lion King, Hairspray, and
Big—The Musical. And while these
musicals were rarely high quality, they
did succeed at bringing in the dough.
Hollywood, on the other hand, wasn’t
following the trend. 2000’s screen
version of (he cult classic The
Fantasticks was the last time a musical
had tried to make it to the big screen,
meeting complete failure. Even 2001’s
Hedwig and the Angry Inch and 1992’s
Newsies, though cult favorites,
commercially flopped. Other than that,
musicals only found a cinematic outlet
in the animated forum of Disney films.
And even that has just about disappeared.
Disney hasn’t made a classic movie
musical since 1999’s Hercules, a
collapse that prompted Disney’s move
away from the genre.
Arguably, we haven’t seen a
successful movie musical for more than
30 years, since 1972’s Cabaret brought
home eight Academy Awards. After that,
failed adaptations of Man ofLa Mancha,
Godspell, Hair, and A Chorus Line
pointed Hollywood executives away
from the genre. And although film
versions of Grease (1978) and Annie
(1982) made money and appealed to all
generations, they failed to breathe life
into the form. Prior to Cabaret, movie
musicals had been one of the most
successful genres for years. State Fair
(1945), On the Town (1949), Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers (1954),
Oklahoma! (1955), Carousel (1956),
Some Like It Hot (1959), South Pacific
(1958), The Sound of Music (1965),
Funny Girl (1967), and Oliver (1967) all

MIRAMAX

The name on everybody’s lips is going to be—Chicago: Renee Zellweger and Richard Gere (top left), John C. Reilly
(top center) and Catherine Zeta-Jones (top right) helped Chicago garner three Golden Globe Awards (Best Actor/
Acress in a Musial and Comedy for Gere and Zellweger and Best Picture—Musical or Comedy).

sold, garnering critical praise and
admiration. But when the praise
stopped, so did the movies, and another
triumphant musical wouldn’t make it to
the movies untill 2001.
Ironically, the movie musical that
brought back the genre wasn’t a
traditional movie musical at all. Moulin
Rouge!, Baz Luhrmann’s masterpiece of
truth, beauty, freedom, and love, took
popular songs and constructed them in a
spectacle of movie magic, making it
easier for audiences to identify based on
their pre-knowledge of the material.
Luhrmann showed that a movie musical
could sell, paving the way for Chicagothe movie that will undoubtedly save the
genre from disappearing.
It was murder getting Chicago to the
big screen. Three decades of holdups,
talent troubles, and all that jazz kept the
musical (written by Bob Fosse, Fred
Ebb, and composer John Kandler) from
going anywhere. The 1975 show, which
received more Tony nominations than
any show in history and somehow won
none, focused on nasty people doing
nasty things—to themselves, each other,
and various not-so-innocent bystanders.
The characters, most notably Velma
Kelly and Roxie Hart, are all the more
engaging and exciting for their utterly

amoral approach to igniting and
sustaining their superstardom. In 1920’s
Chicago, murderers are like celebrities,
and Kelly and Hart will stop at nothing
to keep their fame. Because of the theme
of the show, and the fact that the musical
numbers lack the traditional flow with
the story that most musicals have,
Chicago the movie remained on the
backburner.
In retrospect, the three-decade wait
would prove necessary to Chicago's
success. A generation of audiences and
critics that had once balked at the show’s
cynical depiction of crime as
entertainment would grow up and get
wise, hardened by the Entertainment
Tonight-sty\e coverage of another “trialof-the-century” every other week: O.J.
Simpson, the Menendez brothers, Amy
Fisher, and so on. A successful 1996
revival helped matters along, until Rob
Marshall, a first-time feature filmmaker
with ample stage experience, finally
came up with a way to get Chicago on
the big screen: taking the stage show’s
theatrical elements, and along with
screenwriter Bill Condon, combining
them with the story rather than throwing
them away. Production numbers,
therefore, exist in the fantasy world of
would-be singer-dancer Roxie Hart,

allowing the movie to exist
simultaneously on two planes: the harsh
reality of Depression-era Chicago and
the “surreality” of Roxie’s imagination.
Marshall’s decision brilliantly blasts
the cobwebs off a dormant genre by
finally making the perfect movie
musical. The whole time you’re
watching Chicago, you never feel a
separation between film and stage. Lead
performances from Renee Zellweger,
Catherine Zeta-Jones, Richard Gere,
Queen Latifah, and John C. Reilly have
the talent and passion that made Singin ’
in the Rain (1952), West Side Story
(1961), and My Fair Lady (1964) the
most successful movie-musicals. But
none worked on as many levels Chicago
does, tapping into the excitement of a
live performance, the suspense of
courtroom drama, the emptiness of our
hopes and dreams, and the dark comedy
keeping it all together.
Chicago won’t be the end of the
movie musical, luckily. Adaptations of
Rent, The Phantom of the Opera, The
Music Man, and Into the Woods are set
to swoon their way to the big screen in
the next few years, all hoping to achieve
the fusion of stage and screen attained
as well as Chicago. The movie musical
is back and better than ever.
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Ben Lee: Australian for “boring”
The former teen indie-rock darling (and Claire
Danes’ beau) strikes out with hey you. yes you.
by

Dan Devine ’04

Asst. A&E Editor
by

John Englishmen ’03
Ben Lee

Photo Editor

hey you. yes you.
i Modular/EMI Records

Movie
The Hunt for Red October
Directed by John McTiernan

The original in Tom Clancy’s Jack
Ryan series, this movie is set in the
days of the Cold War between the
U.S.S.R. and the United States. Alec
Baldwin stars as CIA agent Jack
Ryan along with Sean Connery as
Captain Marko Ramius of the Soviet
submarine Red October. The plot
traces Ramius’ attempt to defect to
the United States while Ryan defends
the actions of the enemy submarine
captain. In the end, things work out
and nuclear war is avoided. While the
Cold War has ended, the strong and
smart men portrayed in 77ie Huntfor
Red October give the rest of us hope
that there are people in all sides of a
conflict who work to avoid disaster.

Music
Monster
REM

This album may be old—it came out
in 1994—but it is fun to give the
older stuff a re-listen. Monster is a
good blend of melodic tunes and
rocking out. From the soulful
“Tongue” to the ultra-cool “Crush
with Eyeliner,” Monster is eclectic
and fun with good beats and, at times,
ridiculous lyrics (evidenced by the
popular “What’s the Frequency,
Kenneth?”). Overall, this album
lends itself to hanging out and simply
enjoying a great rock band.

TV Show
Enterprise
UPN
I honestly believe that this is the best
show that you’re not watching. This
Star Trek prequel tills in the gaps
about what happened before the time
of Kirk and Spock. Despite its
cheesy appearance. Enterprise is a
fun ride into the future. The premise
of the show is rather simple, really,
once one accepts the fact that
Vulcans and Klingons really do exist
and that human beings have invented
the warp drive engine (actually
Zefram Cochrane of Montana will
invent it in 2063). Humans may not
be hanging out with Vulcans later
this century, but it’s nice to see the
exploitative nature of humanity
bringing us to the far reaches of the
galaxy.

You know that old cliche about rock
singers starting up bands and writing
songs for the sole purpose of meeting hot
girls? I always thought it was bogus,
ALBUM because 1 figured
REVIEW that no matter how
good a songwriter a
dude was, if he looked all goofy and
stuff, no hot chick would bother giving
him a second look.
Then I read that Ben Lee, an
Australian singer/songwriter who first
made his mark in the world of
underground rock at the age of 13
fronting the talented quintet Noise
Addict, had landed Claire Danes.
I guess they become “cliches” for a
reason.
All right, so maybe he has grown into
his body since his awkward teen years,
and maybe him dating Claire isn’t as bad
as Claudia Schiffer dating David
Copperfield (who among us isn’t still
trying to figure that one out?), but it still
seems pretty weird.
As odd as it is, I think I might
understand it if Lee still wrote really
good songs. But he doesn’t. Whereas
in his youth he crafted incredible pop
albums seemingly without effort (Noise
Addict’s Meet The Real You, his debut
solo effort Grandpaw Would, and 1997’s
brilliant Something to Remember Me
By), the post-teen Lee has shown himself
unable to write new material with any
consistency—his last album, 2000’s
awful Breathing Tornadoes, had one
great song (“Cigarettes Will Kill You”),
one good one (“Birthday Song”), and ten
absolute bombs that almost completely
abandoned guitars, amps, and melodies
in favor of computers, synthesizers, and
“electroriffs.” Ugh.
Maybe it was the shame of that record
that forced Lee into a three-year
recording hiatus. More likely it was
brought on by the combined effect of his
label (Beastie Boy Mike D.’s now
defunct Grand Royal Records) dropping
him, getting the chance to star in the
independent film The Rage In Placid
Lake, and wanting to spend time with
his movie star girlfriend. I like the shame
idea better.
Well, regardless of why he was gone,
Lee has returned with hey you. yes you.,
a 12-song endeavor that he suggests is
“a dirty, soulful album about
imperfection.” Dirty? Yes. Imperfect?
Certainly. Soulful? Not really.
While it seems that Lee has learned
one important lesson from the debacle
of Tornadoes—you can’t rely solely on
ambient electronic sounds if you want
to make good rock songs (unless you’re
in Radiohead; then you can do whatever
the hell you want)—he now seems like
a songwriter in search of an identity, a
problem he didn’t have when he was a
kid. The “precocious young indie rock
darling” label died when he hit puberty,
the “intelligent teenage folkie” of
Something to Remember Me By ceased
to exist after he reached 20, and now Lee
is stuck with the burden of defining
himself amid a sea of sad singers with
smart lyrics and acoustic guitars.
I can appreciate where Lee is coming
from in trying to distance himself both
from that worn-out singer/songwriter
pose and the ghost of his pre-teen self,
but hey you. yes you. just feels like he’s
walking away from those things without
any idea of where he’d like to be or how
he’s going to get there.
To start his journey, he enlisted the

MODULAR RECORDINGS

“1 don’t care what Dan Devine thinks, I date Claire Danes.
Fair enough,
Ben, but your new album still would have benefitted from sharper lyrics, a
return to pop songwriting, and a little more inspiration.
production expertise of Dan the
Automator (Gorillaz, Handsome Boy
Modeling School), a move that made me
very skeptical; the Automator’s stock in
trade is blips and hip-hop, and Lee’s last
album was a weak venture into
electronica, so initially, this didn’t look
too good. Thankfully, though, the
production
stays
relatively
straightforward, with most of the songs
sticking to standard rock constructions
(exceptions being the clunker “Music 4
the Young & Foolish” and the decent but
unimpressive “On & On”), departing
slightly with a drum loop here and some
lightly manufactured synths there,
augmenting a riff or a vocal melody.
While it isn’t anything worth writing
home about, the production isn’t the
problem here: it’s Lee himself.
“I can feel you in my bones / these
are the symptoms that I’ve shown / it’s
always every now and then I life is
unusual again.” Lyrics like that one from
album opener “Running With Scissors”
just make you want to yawn, and hey
you. yes you. is chock full of them. More
often than not, it seems like Lee is just
trying to think of words that will rhyme
with what he’s already written, the best
example coming on the staccatodelivered “Aftertaste,” where he
attempts to channel Beck and comes off
sounding limp. Track after track, Lee
lazily phones his performance in, failing
to offer even a single memorable story
or lyric. Even worse, the songs
themselves are just as dull, skeletons of
lame riffs, pedestrian bass, and hushed
drums exhibiting very little in the way
of real serious thought or artistic growth.
They plod their way along, you tap your
toe a little bit, and then they’re done, and
you really don’t care either way.
This would have been unthinkable
five years ago, when everything Lee

wrote popped through your speakers and
it seemed that he aspired to something
more than just being an adequate lounge
singer who can sell records in Australia.
Listening to hey you. yes you., I found
myself hanging on against my better
judgment, waiting for something to jump
out at me. All I got was this:
“Polystyrene /1 want a daydream /1 need
an enemy to get me through / prodigal
sunscreen / our love’s a guillotine /
something borrowed, something blue.”
And that’s from the album’s first single,
supposedly an indication of the best an
artist has to offer. Sadly, at this point in
his career, that probably is the best thing
Lee’s got in his repetoire.
This album isn’t absolutely terrible,
it’s just boring as hell. There’s not a
single thing on it that merits repeat
listening. It’s completely forgettable,
and when something this bland comes
from an artist with as much talent as
Ben Lee, it’s just plain sad. You can’t
fault a kid for growing up, and I guess
you can’t be mad at someone for losing
the fire of youth. It’s just a shame that it
happened to this guy before he even
turned 25. Oh, well. At least he’s got a
hot girlfriend.
GRADE: C-
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How to save the romantic comedy
Donald Petrie’s latest refreshes genre by focusing on comedy
by

Kelly Mack ’04

Asst. A&E Editor

If you’re looking for a good
date movie, How to Lose a Guy
in 10 Days is a sure bet. With a
better premise than most run-ofthe-mill romantic comedies and
enough laughs
MOVIE
for both sexes,
REVIEW
How to Lose a
Guy (although it already has a
chick-flick reputation) might be
the perfect compromise, poking
fun at relationship games and
throwing in humor for anyone
who’s had a nightmare
relationship experience.
Andie Anderson (Kate
Hudson), an up-and-coming
writer at Composure Magazine,
wants to make her “How-to”
column a must-read so she can
free herself to write about more
relevant issues than shoes and
lipstick. Inspired by her friend’s
bad luck with men, her makeor-break assignment is to do
everything that women do
wrong in relationships, and
make a guy break up with her
in 10 days (which just happens
to be the publishing deadline).
Later that night, Ben Barry
(Matthew McConaughey), an
up-and-coming advertising
representative who wants to win
the major diamond account
coming into the firm he works
for, is at the same club as Andie.
Inspired by his bad track record
with women, his boss bets him
that if he can make a woman fall
in love with him in 10 days

(which just happens to be the ad
campaign premiere), he can
have the account. Sure enough,
Andie is the woman picked for
him to pursue, and hilarity and
romance ensue.
You’ve seen plot setups like
this before, but it’s rare that you
see one that actually works—
which this one does. The oldhat ‘romantic comedy’ style of
the movie is refreshed by
placing the emphasis on the
comedy. While Andie tries to
drive Ben away with toilet seat
covers, feminine products in the
medicine cabinet, and a “love
fern” that represents their
relationship, Ben tries to grit his
teeth and treat her like a
princess.
As the movie
progresses and their respective
deadlines get closer, Andie
decides that she has to do
something drastic, and the
stunts she pulls after that
become outrageous (not to give
too much away, but there is even
a Celine Dion/Knicks game
ticket switch involved). When
their couples “therapist”
(actually a friend of Andie’s)
suggests they spend a weekend
together with Ben’s parents,
Andie and Ben realize that
maybe they really do like each
other. As in any romantic
comedy, though, their secrets
are eventually revealed, and
everything comes to a head at
the ad campaign premiere party.
The ending may be considered
the movie’s only weakness,

How to win over a date in two hours: Matthew McConaughey and Kate Hudson have a good
hand in How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days.

being a fairly typical reunion/
happy-ever-after scene.
If you’re expecting to get a
typical romantic comedy in
How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days,
that’s basically what you’ll
get—but with a twist. How to
Lose a Guy has a funny premise,
but the acting is what carries it
through to the screen and makes
it work. Hudson (whose biggest
role to date is Almost Famous''
Penny Lane) is fresh and silly
as Andie, and she makes the
transformation from regular
professional woman to psycho-

clingy girlfriend as quickly as
she can say, “does this outfit
make
me
look
fat?”
McConaughey is also amusing
as the (very) frustrated Ben, and
wins over the male audience,
many of whom were laughing
at (and possibly identifying
with) his horrified reactions to
Andie’s antics. McConaughey
makes this role different from
that of his other recent romantic
comedy, 2001’s The Wedding
Planner, with a more developed
character and a comedic
motivation. Kristen Buckley,

Brian Regan, and Burr Steers
adapted Michele Alexander and
Jeannie Long’s book of the
same name, and the screenplay
moves along quickly enough to
keep the laughs coming.
Director Donald Petrie, of
Grumpy Old Men and Miss
Congeniality fame, brings his
comedic experience to How to
Lose a Guy, and it looks as if
he’ll pull out another hit with
this one. How to Lose a Guy in
10 Days opens in theaters
nationwide on February 7.
GRADE: B+

Working the mic Spike’s finest Hour
The Microphones drop 2003’s first great Director Spike Lee and star Edward Norton
light up the screen in 25th Hour
album with the ambitious Mount Eerie
by

Dan Devine ’04

by

Asst. A&E Editor

The Microphones
Mount Eerie
K Records

With Mount Eerie, Phil Elvrum (the
mind behind The Microphones) has
written as ambitious and awe-inspiring
an album as I’ve ever come across. Its
title references Mt. Erie, the 1,448-ft.
peak that casts its imposing shadow over
Elvrum’s hometown of Fidalgo Island,
Washington. The
MUSIC
connection of the
NOTE
mountain as a
thematic element, standing tall over
Elvrum’s childhood, is attractive, and
certainly present in the construction of
the album. But the nature of the album’s
five-part division (the songs’ titles set
Mount Eerie's narrative on the cosmic
stage, referring to the Sun, the solar
system, and the universe as a whole)
suggests that its author had something
more in mind than just his own personal
experience.
The K Records website describes
Mount Eerie as a concept album about
“the self searching for identity in a
universal context,” and the amorphous
nature of that statement is borne out in
Elvrum’s songwriting approach. Sounds
weave in and out of one another,
trumpets burst and fade, drums pound
with the rhythm of a heartbeat, and
Elvrum’s clear, almost child-like vocals
starkly contrast with the darkness and
enormity of the sonic landscape he’s
created.
Enormity, both literal (the percussion

Mark M. Balas ’03

Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

K RECORDS

The man behind the Microphones:
One-man band Paul Elvrum breaks
through with Mount Eerie.

of the 17-minute opener is absolutely
huge) and metaphoric (when the speaker
gets to the top of the mountain, he
realizes that “there’s a mountain above
the one [he] just walked up,” and that
the universe is a far, far larger thing than
he thought it was), is the album’s lone
constant, and its sheer force is
profoundly affecting. Throughout his
theoretical travels, Elvrum maintains a
singular focus, and even manages to lay
tracks that bleed into one another to
create one shimmering pop song that
more than makes the album worth
picking up, even if you’re not
particularly interested in exploring the
entirety of human experience in the
confines of a pop record. Something
smarter, larger, and better may very well
not grace stereos this year.
GRADE: A

Spike Lee’s third masterpiece is an
unflinching look at the last free day in
the life of convicted drug dealer Monty
Brogan (Edward Norton). 25th Hour is
a beautiful and haunting elegy for the
SHORT film’s main character
and the city he
TAKE
inhabits: New York.
Monty divides his last day of freedom
among family, friends, and his girlfriend,
reminiscing about his pre-drug past, and
trying to redeem himself before the state
tries to reform him. Monty, though, has
grown distant from his friends, Jakob
(Phillip Seymour Hoffman) and Frank
(Barry Pepper), suspects his girlfriend,
Naturelie (Rosario Dawson) of turning
him in to the DEA, and cannot bear to
face his emotionally destroyed father
(Brian Cox).
Before going to a club to meet up with
his friends, girlfriend, and boss, Monty
goes to visit his father, who desperately
tries to help or comfort Monty, but
cannot. Monty goes to the men’s room,
and finds the words “F*** You” written
on the mirror. Monty replies to the
anonymous message by turning every
imaginable racial epithet into soliloquy,
and then turns his talk on himself. The
speech is a tour-de-force of writing and
acting, unimaginable in a universe
outside of a Spike Lee film, and is crucial
in linking Monty’s emotional turmoil
with that of post-Sept. 11 New York’s.
In 25th Hour, both Monty and the city
want to move on, but are forced to
change so quickly that they react against
their desire for change.

TOUCHSTONE

The longest walk begins with a single
step: Edward Norton settles his
affairs in Spike Lee’s 25th Hour.
The day comes to a head in a
brilliantly conceived nightclub scene, in
which the truth of Monty’s capture is
revealed, and Jakob’s illicit crush on one
of his high school students comes to a
head. Lee allows the audience to fully
experience each of Monty’s awkward,
painful moments: the willing of a dog to
a friend, the organizing of a drive to
prison, and an unsure goodbye. The film
opens with shots from the base of the
temporary World Trade Center
memorial, transitions to a shot from
above Ground Zero in the middle of the
film, and in the end, a shot of a car
driving out of New York. And in the end,
like many New Yorkers, Monty’s family
and friends will have to live life with a
little emptiness.
GRADE: A
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Urban Elements

50 Cent: The crook with a deal
by

Joe Mavadones ’05
A&E Staff

If someone survives nine gunshot
wounds over the entire course of his life,
it’s usually called a miracle. But what
do you call it if someone survives nine
gunshot wounds in just one night? Well,
I guess that’s just another day in the life
of Fiddy Cent.
50 Cent, the 26 year old Jamaica,
Queens native and former drug dealer,
is used to days like this. On one summer
night back in 2000, 50 was the unlucky
recipient of nine slugs, with one of them
tearing right into his face. After only 13
days in the hospital, 50, aka Curtis
Jakson, was released and back working
his game. While these 13 days in
recovery ultimately left 50 Cent without
a label, they also gave him a newfound
street cred.
Back in 1999, 50 Cent had cut a deal
with Columbia Records. He had planned
on releasing his debut album Power of
the Dollar in that same year, but
Columbia shelved the album after 50’s
actions and lyrics had made him into one
of the most hated rappers in the game.
Despite the shooting (allegedly it had
gang ties), and numerous scuffles with
other rappers, one track from the tabled
album put 50 in the crosshairs of all other
emcees. “How to Rob” was a tonguein-cheek song that held 50’s plan about
sticking up all of the major rappers,
spitting lines like “I’m about to stick
Bobby [Brown] for some of that Whitney
money” and “I’ll snatch [Lil] Kim and
tell Puff, ‘You wanna see her again?’ Get
your ass down to the nearest ATM,”
while also telling Missy Elliot that she’s
fat, and asking Jay-Z if he wanted “four

SHADY RECORDS

50 Cent, a.k.a. Ferrari, a.k.a. F-50, a.k.a. Celozzi, a.k.a
Curtis: With a lucrative new record deal courtesy of the
Eminem-run Interscope subsidiary Shady Records, the
future looks bright for this many-monikered rapper.

thru that Bentley Coupe door.”
When Power of the Dollar was
shelved, 50 Cent ended up releasing
“How to Rob” to the streets through
mix-tapes. It was an instant success. 50
was ultimately released from his con
tract with Columbia, and stayed away
from the major labels for a while. He
focused his efforts on mix-tapes, releas
ing a series of tracks to the streets
through independent management and
promotion.
As these underground mix-tapes
gained more and more notoriety, two
of the biggest names in rap came to 50
to try to sign him to their label. After a
short discussion, and a one million dol
lar signing bonus, 50 Cent signed to

Shady/Aftermath Records, with Eminem
and Dr. Dre as his new bosses. Ever since
then, 50 has renewed his popularity, and
is continuing to gain fame. Last year, he
lent his skill to Eminem’s 8 Mile
Soundtrack, releasing “Wanksta” and giv
ing America the newest hip-hop catch
phrase.
The future for 50 Cent, aka Ferrari,
F50, and Celozzi, looks bright. His album
Get Rich or Die Trying is due out next
month. After nearly three years in the
making, 50 will be able to release his first
major label album. With Dr. Dre handling
the beats, and Eminem lending his assis
tance on some tracks, the album shouldn’t
disappoint. The lead single “In Da Club”
has been eating up the airwaves, and has

become the official theme song for ev
erything from dance parties to Beirut
games.
The only thing that could hold 50
back at this point seems to be himself.
Last month, he was outside of a Man
hattan nightclub on New Year’s Eve with
three members of his entourage when
police pulled over their bulletproof ve
hicle and found two loaded guns in the
car. 50 was eventually released on bail,
but is still under investigation for carry
ing a loaded weapon. If anything, this
minor mishap should just add a little
more hype to the release of Get Rich or
Die Trying.
After being dissed, stabbed, shot, and
even jailed, 50 Cent is ready to blow up.

Do you LOVE showtunes?
Are you embarrassed to tell
people about it?
If not, come down to Slavin 104
and pick up an application to be
The Cowl’s new theater reviewer!
The Place to Go When the Bars
Get Boring
Friday Night Film Series:
“Saints and Sinners in Classic Film”
January 31 “The Passion of Joan of Arc”

February 14 “The Seventh Seal”
February 28 “The Gospel Acc. to St. Matthew”

March 21 “Nazarin”
April 4 “The Sacrifice”

All Films Fridays at 7:00
Feinstein 312

www.thecowl.com
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sandwiches and salads, there is also a
page of normal-sounding breakfast foods
like French toast and eggs. More
interesting options include the scrambled
tofu; if you’re not into tasteless
soybeans, try the fruit pancakes.
Raspberry pancakes, for example, have
an excellent balance between the wheat
batter and the fruit, which could have
been a bad, seedy, and tart combination.
Rue de L’Espoir’s atmosphere is the final
selling point: with a striped green and
white awning outside and a small, cozy
feeling inside, it’s a great place to eat
with anyone.

Taste
of the Town
With Megan Gaffney ’03

Eating on your
parents’ dime
Sick of Slavin? Our food critic has 21 places for
you to bring your family on Parents’ Weekend
Tomorrow and Saturday, hordes of
parents will flock to Providence College
to check up on their brilliant children’s
academic progress, scope out the athletic
events, and most importantly, eat a few
meals. Since the last place you want to
feed your parents is Ray, and the second
to last is Slavin, you should know there
are a few good restaurants to which they
can take you. Finally, you will have the
chance to eat decent food and conserve
those precious Friarbucks, using the
following indispensible guide (by
neighborhood) to Providence eating.
Providence Place: These restaurants are
generally very popular for some strange
reason, but most likely because they’re
easy to find and look exciting. The
Cheesecake Factory serves you huge
portions of mediocre food that they
probably microwaved in the back,
though getting through it has one benefit.
The Factory’s cheesecake is about $6/
piece and worth every cent; lots of
flavors like Snickers bar or mint
chocolate make it difficult to choose one
and easy to eat. Fire and Ice is a slightly
overpriced experience, with lots of bright
decorations that may scare some
grownups away. If your parents aren’t
down with waiting in line while the guys
behind the grill cook their bowl of food,
Fire and Ice isn’t for you. Maybe Joe’s
American Steakhouse is, although you
might have a version of this chain in your
hometown and decide to skip it. Same
goes for Pizzeria Uno: its location is
convenient but pizza is subpar compared

to the other pies you can find in the city.
Providence Place is also home to the new
Stitches Komedy Kafe, whose menu
looks diverse and entertainment schedule
seems just as exciting. Finally, Napa
Valley Grille resides in the mall.
Despite its fairly limited menu and high
prices, it seems to have a good
reputation.
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be a fit if your parents are the trendier
type and don’t mind dimly lit, more
eclectic atmospheres. The same goes for
Kartabar, which is more a bar than
anything else; their small selection of
meals is still good and affordable.
Andrea’s, a Greek restaurant with
choices a step up from a diner menu, is
a great casual alternative to the trendier
places on Thayer. Even better, it’s much
more appropriate for a nice family
gathering than a self-serve place like
Gordito Burrito or Antonio’s Pizza.

Wickenden Street: A few blocks from
Thayer is Wickenden, another street on
which you can find more casual
Downtown: Better dining awaits you restaurants. Brickway on Wickenden
and the folks downtown, with options is a great place to get breakfast, though
like Capriccio’s and The Capital they serve only that meal until the
Grille. It’s best getting a reservation for afternoon, then close for the day. Hope
these popular places before you show up, Street’s Rue de l’espoir is definitely
since their reputation for high quality worth driving across town for a meal.
food and atmosphere seems to draw a Its menu proclaims the chefs’ affinity for
lot of patrons. Seafood enthusiasts “creative cooking and fun food,” and
should try Hemenway’s, a fairly noisy- those two elements combine with
but reasonably priced grill and oyster bar. traditional French to make the restaurant
If you’re looking for something more a unique experience. A somewhat
casual, Union Station Brewery makes limited dinner menu is a slight drawback,
a great opportunity to eat down-to-earth but the foods in it aren’t so creative that
dinners like meatloaf and mashed meals are strange and unappealing. At
potatoes. So is Ri-Ra, which has a good prices and excellent quality of food,
surprisingly good dinner menu of brunch presents an even better reason to
American and Irish-influenced cuisine in go to Rue de L’Espoir. Lunch choices
addition to the bar. If your parents want like a spinach salad with sundried
to experience the liquid diet of some cherries, gorgonzola cheese, and herb
college kids, take them here for a few vinaigrette become difficult to pass up,
beers, too.
as do the lobster Madeira crepes.
Salmon on a bed of lettuce with
Thayer Street: Maybe your parents cucumber, tomato, and a rice vinaigrette
wished you could get into Brown and tastes perfectly done, since it’s not too
are just resigning themselves to your PC flaky on its own. If it’s too early for
existence. If so, take them to Thayer
Street to invade Ivy territory and
excellent restaurants. Paragon, a
popular and well-priced cafe, may only

Federal Hill: Talking about this famous
hill is probably inevitable in discussing
Providence dining. Who doesn’t know
about the fancy Blue Grotto or the
hearty Cassarino’s? Even your parents
will know enough to try eating there, but
if you didn’t make reservations, you’re
irresponsible and out of luck. What’s a
family to do without the marvelous
Italian food they crave? Drive a little
further down Atwells and stop at Euro
Bistro. For some reason, it’s easier to
get a table there without a reservation
on a weekend night, and they don’t seem
to have a reputation for poisoning
people. Instead, it’s a small, more casual
restaurant with a menu more limited than
Casserino’s but comparable in price and
selection. Service there is very good, and
so is most of the food. Chicken chiara,
a dish with chicken strips, artichoke
hearts, and mushrooms in a garlic butter
sauce, is a little greasy, but it doesn’t
exactly sound healthy either. Even
better, the Bistro’s generous portion of
chicken parmesan might change your
mind about your favorite restaurant’s
version of it. Flavorful sauce and tender
chicken combine very well in this dish
to make a filling and delicious meal.
Euro Bistro may not have the well
decorated atmosphere and big crowds
that other restaurants on Federal Hill do,
but with similar choices and quality in
meals, there’s no reason not to try it out.

Obviously, everyone’s favorite
restaurant couldn’t make it into this
Cliffs Notes version of Providence
dining, but it’s still a good idea for you
to clip and save this invaluable resource
guide to what exists throughout the city.
Pretend you did all this research yourself
and use your new knowledge to show
your parents the good time in Rhode
Island they deserve. And if they are so
overwhelmed by their fabulous dinner
that they donate money to your "poor
college student fund,” I’m sure you 11 be
able to find me to thank me somehow
for my suggestions.

BRAND NAME CLOTHES AT CHEAP PRICES!
5% off with Student ID

American Vintage
145 Douglas Ave.
Next to Stickyfingers
(401)273-9994

Can you identify this utensil?

If so...
pick up an application in
Slavin 104, and you could be
The Cowl’s new food critic.

Looking for a place that has an eclectic range of fashion
at cheap prices! Look no further!
American Vintage is the place for you. American
Vintage specializes in denim, vintage style and today’s
brand name clothes.
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John Doe
Part Deux

'‘Look! That’s the one I was
telling you about!”
by

Katie McBrine ’04
Portfolio Staff
with

Erica Santos ’04 and Joan Barker ’04

New semester, new schedule, new
route to class, new faces, new namesbut not just any names. Yes it’s back,
our ever growing laundry list of
marvelous male monikers. This time
we’re getting right to the point, and
there’s no holding back. See ifyou made
our latest 47...
Anima] Planet

Hyena, Newt, Stegosaurus—The
Sexual Predator, King Koopa, Zoobily
Zoo
Pimps, Playas, and Polo

Le Petit Prince, Pseudo Eminem,
Rocawear, DJ Lefty (nut), Sean Jean,
Double Fista, No Dice Ice, MetRx,
’There’s no Mekhi Pfifer,’ The Polo
Princes.

Love in the Library
(Joan) It was just like any other
Saturday night. Jenna’s apartment of
girls tripped over tangled wires of hair
dryers and curling-irons as they
struggled to achieve the perfect
application of eyeliner, fit into spandex
tight jeans, and think of a uniquely
worded away message for their evening
out. There was only one problem.. .Jenna
couldn’t go. She had contracted the all
too common and contagious
conjunctivitis, i.e. pink eye.
As her roommates ran off into the
night falling out of their tube tops and
hip-huggers Jenna waved good-bye and
sat down to attempt some homework. Yet
the dead silence of her apartment was
an impossible environment in which to
concentrate.
Jenna decided she needed to get out,
so she packed her bag and headed to the
library where the buzzing of neon lights
and computer outlets would be just
enough noise to accompany her study
habits. She entered the library and found
a carrel to sit at. Unfortunately, just as
she was about to open her book and get
down to business, the sliding doors of
the entrance parted for none other than
Joe, a.k.a. Joey “the-hottest-boy-in-

history-class” Cooper. Immediately
Jenna began to panic and break out in a
nervous sweat. She would be mortified
if Joe saw her in the library on a Saturday
night. She’d look like the biggest loser
ever!! She threw her bag over her
shoulder and booked it (no pun intended)
to the periodicals in a last-ditch effort to
hide from Joe.
(Chris) Jenna reached the sanctuary
of the periodical stacks and picked up a
magazine without looking, flipping to an

A Simple Hello
by Aislinn

John Cusack, Pete from Pete and Pete,
Jesus, Joe Millionaire, Quasi-Beck, Neil
Diamond, Arsenio, Garfunkel.
We L the Abbrev’s

Mr. VD, DEN, TAP, DOT, KcID, PJM
(Pajama man).
GI Joes

Major Sketch, Captain Concentration,
Sergeant, RT-70.
World’s Best

Etienne, Protege, Pseudo-Irish, Taki wa,
McJewels.
Out of This World

Alien Soul Mate, Zeus, Denim DemiGod. Lunacy.
A Motley Crew

Soul Mate’s Sad Friend, “See you
Llllata,” Frank the Pretzel Man, Fennel
Friend, Red Hair Boy, Lucifer.
In A Category All His Own

Tiny Dancer.

Stay tuned for our next installment.
Until then, we’re watching you...
Sincerely,
Velour Vixen, FUBU’s Platinum
Princess, & Joanie from the Block

It will be simple. I’ll only have to
say hello. He smiled at me in class. I
can definitely count that as a smile—
though he didn’t hold the door for me.
He looked back, saw that I was behind
him, yet he didn’t
SHORT hold the door. If he
STORY had been thinking
about me at all, he
would have held the door. He probably
didn’t even really notice me when he
looked back at me. That time he smiled
at me was probably a mistake.
This should be easy. I just have to
make myself say hello. Then maybe
he’ll recognize me and it’ll hit him that
I sit across from him in English class. If
I really want him to notice me, I’m going
to have to make an effort. If I want him
to consider me I have to let him know
that I’ve noticed him. I have to say hello.
He’s going to think it’s really random
if I just go over there and say hello. I
can’t just walk up and say hello. And
that’s it. I feel like I should say
something in addition to hello. How was
your break? No, it’s already too late for
that. It’s been two weeks since break. I
need something current. Hello. Your
red sweater looks so worn and soft, like
a little kid’s comfort blanket.
I could ask him if he’s an English
major. I could ask him if he could
recommend any classes. I shouldn’t ask
him about that while he’s eating lunch
in Slavin. It’s out of context. I should

SATURDAY/Page 22

be forced to acknowledge me. No, no.
I don’t need any sort of elaborate
scheme. Those elaborate schemes never
work out. I need to be spontaneous—
Hello!

----------------------------------I’m driving myself mad
staring at your sweater...you
wear that thing at least three
times a week. I’ve noticed.

Martin ’05

Portfolio Staff

Star STUDded

arbitrary page. She spied over the page
with her one good eye to locate the man
of her dreams. She couldn’t find him;
he must have left or gone to the second
floor. Jenna heaved a sigh of relief now
that she was safe from dreamboat
accusations of squareness. But then she
heard an all-too-familiar voice behind her.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ”

ask him questions about English classes
while we’re in English class. That would
be relevant. He looks like an English
major. He’s probably a writer or a
musician. He’s probably the type of guy
that would lay all his problems on you.
I would most likely wind up supporting
him. He would be struggling with his
genius, and I would have to support him,
and I would spend my whole life
thinking that I was the one who was
supposed, to be the artist.
I can’t keep doing this just because
it’s easier to come up with excuses. I
have to give myself a chance. It’s just a
hello. There doesn’t have to be an
explanation for a hello. I could go up
there and trip. I could spill my hot
chocolate all over him. Then he would

Why am I doing this to myself? Why
am I making this so difficult? I’m
driving myself mad staring at your
sweater. Nobody else I know wears
sweaters like that minus my grandfather.
Red v-neck, ghost image where the
green alligator use to be, the material
worn thin where the straps of your book
bag rest: you wear that thing at least
three times a week. I’ve noticed.
You know what really gets me. It’s
been those times that I’ve handed your
paper back to you in class. I always look
for your paper so that I can be the one to
hand it back to you. You probably think
that I was trying to look at your grade
or something. I never look at your
grade, I just want to have that moment
of connection where I hand you your
paper. My hand lingers. I try to meet
your eye, but you don’t see. All I really
want is for you to be with me when I’m
walking outside through this cold and
for you to wrap your arms around me
while your wearing that stupid red
sweater that smells like you.
All I really want is to be able to say
hello to him. This really shouldn’t be
hard. It’s a simple hello.

Portfolio
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Poetry Corner
Sidewalk
Fancy
by Joan

Barker ’04

Portfolio Editor

Here, through a hidden thicket,
1 met a radish.
We talked of soups and stews,
And our loathing of fruit salad.
Leaves settled around us
And as day fell off and asleep,
We sat in the light of a street lamp.
My vegetable, relishing the moments
I would take him in my palm,
And question our existence,
For he loved to talk.
And dialogue was his delight.

The Alumnus

Dear God:
by John

Manganaro ’03

by

Sara Scheeis ’04
Portfolio Staff

Portfolio Staff

I
am
within
yourself.
If perchance
a few questions
to ask? I have always wondered
the state of this or that of why to me
or You to us. Why does grass grow
this way and the sun shine on it?
For surely the reason lies within
the answer. I am positive of it.
God! Do You not listen to
my questions? Why do
my inquires lie on
such mute ears.
“Look! you
ask but
you
do
n’t
see.

This place is large upon my list of blessings.
Under that tree good Socrates held forth,
Upon that stone perused the Romans' art
Beside that sapling Lancelot once paused
And Hamlet paced that pensive plot of ground.

Within that shade were Milton’s lifting tones
Here on this seat both math and music scanned
There histories of men both far and fresh —
And where I stand was where I named my hope.
Here was the trust given again
Here the caring honed
I did rejoice—for I saw the next step:
I came here once:
I did not leave unchanged

Class Distinctions: Your social scene
by

Kaitlin Fleet ’03
Portfolio Staff

The “lifeline” of
most college students is
typically the same. With
little variance, your so
cial life will change as
the years progress. At
any given
ESSAY] point, your
social life,
based on
who you are and what
year you are in, can be
predicted by the actions
of countless others before you. Those pre
decessors have paved the way for us all.
Below you will find four different descrip
tions. Read on to find out which scenario
best describes your social life. After your
perusal, look to the bottom of the article
to see which class year you should be, and
probably really are.
A) This is the year of the “house party.”

You actually know the people who own
the houses you’Ve been hanging out at
since you first arrived here. Bars no longer
have the same luster as they once did. You
are disillusioned with that whole scene
anyway. This year is when the social lives
of most college students peak. This is also
the year where you are the most mobile.
The freedom of newly-acquired wheels
usually falls right around this time in your
college career. The giddiness with which
you utilize those wheels is overwhelming
and your world expands to include dis
tant lands such as Newport, Garden City,
Wickendon Street, and Seekonk.
B) This is the year of the “big change.”

You meet more people during this year
than any of your other years. You are fas
cinated with the “mob-ness” of the city
and clueless about everything else. Ev
erything, including class, is exciting (at
least at first). This will be the worst year
for eating healthy (if that’s not a dead give
away, I don’t know what is). The word
“freedom” has taken on new meaning. All
the other years of your college experience
“flow” nicely all year long, but this year,
your first semester and second semester
differ dramatically. Part One is confusion
and chaos. Part Two is drama and chaos.
Pajama pants become a regular part of
your wardrobe.

Do you hit the club? The keg? Or your roommate’s liquor stash?

C) This is the year of the “big wor

ries.” You are plagued constantly by
questions you are convinced no one has
the answers to. Rather than go out,
more often than not, your spend whole
weekends playing tournaments of
Trivial Pursuit, Simpson’s Uno, Cra
nium, Nintendo and Beirut—the word
“fun” being thereby redefined. (Note:
This selection of activities is not based
on how cold it is outside.) Also rede
fined is the word “freedom” which no
longer sounds all that enticing. Speak
ing of enticing, “Slavin runs” are a
thing of the past. You’ve been there
and done that before, and frankly, your
refined palette requires more. Oh yes,
and money flies out of your wallet with
reckless abandon.

Did you pick “B” instead? Well then,
you’re probably a freshman.
If “C” sounded a little too familiar
than you must be a senior.
And if you chose “D,” you’re un
doubtedly a sophomore.

Did you like one scenario better than
the other? Not satisfied with your own
situation? Don’t worry, you’ll hit them
all at one point or another, whether you
like it or not.

SYRACUSE SUMMER
STUDY ABROAD

D) This is the year of the “superiority

complex. You feel bigger and badder
than anyone in this place. Bars and
clubs are at the center of your social
universe—two or three times a week
end, every weekend. Despite your
busy schedule which is dominated by
several choice locations, you feel an
odd sense of confinement and, like a
rat in a cage, are looking for a way to
get out. You’re constantly hungry for
more. This is also the year where you
will perhaps get the least amount of
sleep. Accordingly, this is also the year
where you have the greatest likelihood
of going home for Christmas break
with a virus or two.
The corresponding classes for the
scenarios described above should be
obvious.
If you’re an “A,” (surprise, sur
prise!), you’re probably a worldly-wise
junior.

TAKE YOUR FICK!

35 Summer Programs
All Over the World!
Syracuse University
Division of International Programs Abroad
(800) 251-9674
DIPAsum@sutnmail.9yr.edu
http://summerabroad.syr.edu
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In the stacks

continued from page 20

“Hey, Jenna. What you reading
there?” She turned and saw Joe Cooper
smiling at her. Jenna stumbled over her
words, trying to cover for herself.
“Oh, hi, Joe. I’m just reading... um...”
' She took a quick look at the page she had
been pretending to read, hoping it was
something that would show Joe she was
. smart or cool. “I’m reading... um... an
article called ‘How To Cure Pink Eye.’”
(Sara) “How To Cure pink Eye?” He
smiled but he didn’t laugh.
“Looks more like ‘how to avoid red
eye.’” She looked more carefully at the
magazine she had opened. It was
Photography American with an article
titled Negative Reciprocity Failure and
Chromatically Sensitive Films.
“I was just looking,” she said
nervously and tried to keep him from
seeing her face. Joe, however, frowned.
“Are you all right? I hope you’re
feeling well. ”
“Sure. I’m fine.” Jenna hunted for
something to say. She noticed a beautiful
leather-bound book under his arm.

“What’s that you’re reading.”
“Oh this? It’s a history of ancient
stewardship—kings and land—
fascinating subject. I’m studying right
over there.”
(Kait)“On a Saturday night?!" Jenna
quickly covered her mouth. “I didn’t
mean it to sound like that. Sorry.”

“Hey, no problem. It is pretty pathetic
and all. The worst part is, I’m not even
reading this for a class or anything.”
“For fun then? I can’t buy that.”
“Well, you should. Listen, as a fellow
geek I’ll let you in on a little secret.”
Hmm, that was a little insulting. Oh
well, this could be interesting.
“What then?” she asked.
“I’ve been working on a secret project
this semester. Let’s walk.” Jenna and
Joe packed up and left the library
together.
“Have you ever been to a rave?”
asked Joe.
“Um...no,” Jenna mumbled,
curiously and confused.
“Well, you should try and come to
one with me...they’re really cool, but
different than most other raves. We all
dress up like lords and vassals and it’s
just like back in the day. Every week
we all pick the best costume and I think
after years of trying, I can finally win

this time. I’ve been doing my research.
The whole thing is sort of like an Eyes
Wide Shut kind of deal. You should see
it—it’s amazing. You’ll never bother
with those pink tube tops and hiphuggers again!” Not-so-hot Joe nodded
his head for emphasis. “You really should
come tonight. The fun starts at
midnight.”
“Uh. I think I’m gonna pass tonight
Joe. Keep me posted for next time,
though.”
“How about I give you a call then?”
Jenna just couldn't believe it. She
turned on her heel without another word.
“And I was worried about pink eye
being a social problem....” She thought
as she walked off alone into the cold
night with Joe looking longingly after
her.
(Katie) Jenna's Stream of
Consciousness Interlude: “Okay,
disappointed... yet intrigued. I think.
Doing extra intellectual calisthenics is
not exactly my style.
However, the primitive hunter
gatherer cavewoman in me says that this
boy can put his mind to something and
follow through.
Although, the conforming pleather
clad wanna-be skinny blonde vixen in me
says he would just drag medown on trips
to Techno-night at the Strand.
On the other hand, the needy pink
eyed victim in me starves for a hot body
like that to lean against.
Contrastly, the lethargic Ben and
Jerry’s inhaling bum says that Joe needs
a girl who can keep up with his fast-paced
intellect, not a girl whose most exciting
moment in the week lies in the peanut
butter and caramel core.
But my inner schoolmarm who
starves to wear Mary Janes and a tightly
coifed bun scolds, “GO WITH THAT
BOY.” That’s it. Dorky cromagnum
woman wins.”
“Joe, wait!”

Phoenix
Put a little Sunshine
in your Inbox.

by

Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff

I. Phoenix Burns

Every day I awaken to a world I don’t understand. After so many years of
hearing about good and evil, that’s what I expect to find. But they’re really
indistinguishable in darkness, and even in sunlight black becomes not-black,
given time. So I continue to be subjected to other people’s love, which may
really be hate, and I find it so revolting that I want it for myself. And I walk
with my head down, staring at scuffed shoes and frayed cuffs of baggy blue
jeans—the only bits of reality I can ever find. Whole is incomplete, but so is
incomplete. So let’s not keep pretending I’m an actual person. I’m a little
scuffed and frayed, scruffy and dazed, rebuffed and afraid.
II. Ashes

I wilt in the frigid midday sun. Alternately slipping on or sticking to the
pavement, I can make no advance. Alone, it is easy to hesitate or make a mis
step. So I’ll just stay here until I get my footing again. But maybe a storm
will brew, the wind will blow, the rain will fall from grace (literally), and I’ll
be forced into going somewhere, anywhere, to find shelter from the demons
in my mind. And wouldn’t that be a blessing, after all? Sacred water drives
away doubt. Water is life, but I’m wilting and dry, heaving a sigh, yearning to
fly.

Receive Local Weather Updates via Email.
Not to mention Headline News, College Sports,

Campus Calendar, Daily Horoscope, and more...

Register Today at

www.thecowl.com
It's the best way to stay informed... and it's free.

III. Movement

The sun runs headlong into a bank of clouds as the air begins to smell of
copper. It’s always the wind comes first, moaning, groaning, pressing my
body like an angry breath. Trees impossibly bend, branches crackle to the
ground, a screen door comes unhinged and flies south for the winter. Myself,
I’ve got some flexibility back. A thunderclap, sounding more like a stern
reproach than a shout of anger, turns my head skyward. Streaks of lightning
turn the firmament into a child’s finger-painting. A sharp drop of rain pricks
my forehead, stunning me into consciousness. The rain begins to fall steadily
to a score written by Mozart. And headlong I run into life.
IV. Phoenix Rises

I’ve heard it said that dreaming only leads to disappointment, that I should
keep my head on the ground, my nose to the grindstone. But I think a dreamless
life is much more disappointing. Imagine waking up with a seven-hour-long
gap in your consciousness. Imagine your shoes melted into a sidewalk. How
stagnant and horrible that is. No, it’s better to dream, even if only to dream of
dreaming. I still don’t understand the world for all my contemplation of it.
But maybe one day I will, and I’ll see how all my seemingly unexplainable
sufferings did not sap my strength, but added to it. If my head is in the clouds,
that’s my business. If my head is in the clouds, I’m closer to God. If my head
is in the clouds, I fly away free. I hope you’ll fly with me, too.
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Last Skate of the Season Nap Time
by

by

Jennifer Skala ’05

Portfolio Staff

Ast. Portfolio Editor

Toby’s skate cut across the ice like a
single raindrop rolling down a window.
He loved going out on the pond after it
had just frozen over and leaving blade
marks in the clean, lucid
SHORT ice. It seems like he had
STORY spent a good part of his
childhood, or at least the
winters of his childhood, out on the
frozen pond. Now that he was 20, he
knew where the weak spots in the pond
were and how it looked when it was fully
frozen over.
When they were younger, Toby and
his brother used to patiently wait for days
until their mother said the ice was thick
enough to be skated on. Long days were
spent outside, horsing around on the he always liked going out on the ice
pond. They had received their share of alone with his thoughts. His thoughts
bumps and bruises courtesy of its seemed to become clearer with each fluid
unforgiving surface. There had even glide around the pond.
been a few close calls—like when they
Memories always came into focus on
were in middle school and thought it the ice too. He guessed it was impossible
would be a good idea to try ice fishing. to avoid the sentiment he felt when he
They had to beg their mother to let them stepped onto the pond, considering he
back out on the pond after that incident. had spent so much time there. He had
Nowadays, Toby was usually by even taken a girl onto the ice in high
himself when he went out skating. He school. Toby thought it would be a
hadn’t seen too much of his brother in romantic and original date. She thought
the past few years. He had moved out it was too cold and dangerous. She
West to live with their father. Toby couldn’t even appreciate the sunset and
-hoped his brother hadn’t forgotten how that was years before the nearby
to skate because ponds certainly didn’t development obscured the view of the
freeze in Arizona. Or least they didn’t West.
where he was living.
It was almost time for the sun to set
The neighborhood kids they had and Toby knew it would be too cold to
always skated with had moved away be outside after that. He sped up and
years ago as well. Even if they were still did a few more quick laps around the
around, Toby guessed they probably pond. The weather was supposed to get
wouldn’t want to spend their time ice- warmer within the next week, so Toby
skating like they did when they were knew there was a good chance it would
younger. It didn’t bother him though— be the last skate of the season. He came

to a quick stop, admiring the sharp lines
and spray of snow he left on the ice.
The sun began to quickly sink behind
the development. Aside from the few
houses in the way, Toby had an
undisturbed view of the sunset. The
screaming orange of the sun dripped into
the horizon, leaving a smudge of color
in the gray gathering of clouds. Toby
stepped off the pond and into the snowcovered ground. It was already
beginning to get dark and the luminous
face of the moon peered through the
clouds and reflected upon the top of the
ice.
Toby began to walk home, filled with
a slight feeling of unhappiness. The last
skate of the year always upset him. He
took comfort in the fact that the pond
would freeze again next year. Over the
years, the skaters had changed, the view
was different and even Toby wasn’t the
same. But he knew the pond would
freeze again next year.

The DAY OF SILENCE Project
April 9th, 2003
Contact SHEPARD, 865-1631, for more
information.
www.dayofsilence.org

It's Parents' Weekend!
FREY FLORIST & GREENHOUSE
521-3539

Jessica Bonvino ’04

Don’t you ever wish that you could
return to the age where everything was
fascinating and new? Wouldn’t you like
to relive moments when the most
exciting part of the day was having a
teacher read a story?
ESSAY] Where the only worries
consisted of losing
crayons or pencils or not being the line
leader? When nap time was a necessity?
Wouldn’t it be great to leave the college
worries and troubles behind and return
to the wonderful world of Kindergarten?
Why trouble our minds any longer over
impossible math equations or political
theories or even constructing grueling
essays for professors that determine our
GPA’s with their scrutiny? On the
contrary, a five-year-old’s most troubling
task is being able to answer what day of
the week it is and reciting the alphabet.
You know it— Kindergarten is where it
is.. .and over break, that’s where I was.
No, I did not return to Kindergarten
transformed once again into a five-yearold. Instead, I stood at the head of the
class, as the teacher. Over winter break,
I willingly, yes willingly, became a
substitute teacher. Much to my surprise
I was not tortured as much as most subs
are. Instead, I actually enjoyed my time
in front of the class and realized how
much I missed elementary school.
Specifically, I longed for the most
essential part of the day that is missing
from life after Kindergarten: naptime.
The time of day when the teacher says,
“Okay, everyone get your blankets and
lie down!” Like a trained army, the little
ones go to their cubbies, grab their
sleeping gear and secure a spot on the
rug for some shuteye. The entire
classroom shuts down for 45 minutes to
an hour for sleep. Ah, what a life. Yet,
pray tell, where is our naptime? What
time do we have to drop all work and
commitments and cozy up onto a blanket
and sleep? Well, let me tell you, for some
of us on this campus we barely get to
rest during the nighttime let alone in the
middle of the day. For some, there is no
rest, no repose, not even a moment “rest
your eyes.”
Unfortunately, for most five-and-sixyear-olds, naptime is taken for granted
and grossly under-appreciated. I have
watched
and
observed
the
kindergarteners’ behavior during their
so-called naptime. For one class, I
played music, which was a “bear”
singing songs about hibernation and PB
and J (yes, the newest single will be in
stores soon). Well, during this song there
were different things occurring among
the naptime crowd and there were clear
distinctions in personality among the
Kindergarteners. The first group where
the quiet ones, mainly girls and a few
boys, who were actually resting, or at
least being quiet. They were taking
advantage of naptime. Then, there were
the few lovesick ones who were stealing
kisses in the corner when they thought I
wasn’t looking; That situation was
quickly remedied. Of course, the third
group was the loud ones, who had to
make noise, couldn’t sit still and had to
be separated. Lastly, there were the
hyperactive ones who had to sing every
word to the big bear’s song, and
occasionally felt the need to stand up and
perform a break dance for a theatrical
effect.
One day, those children who
outwardly flaunt their abilities to
disregard naptime will regret those
precious minutes of rest that they lost.. .1
suppose the cutting and pasting wasn’t
strenuous enough to require a nap.
Meanwhile, though, the college student’s
responsibilities far exceed glue and
crayons we receive no restful reward.
That’s why I just can’t wait to sub
again...but next time I’m bringing a
blanket and a pillow. Goodnight.
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What are you doing
to stay warm?

“Cuddling up next to our space heaters.”
Missy Rose ’04 Kathleen Hirsch ’04
Natalie Orsini ’04

“Sitting near the heater in section E
of Schneider Arena.”
Dave Carpentier ’05

“Filling up at Ray and then working it off at the gym.”
Shannon Gusy ’06
Alison Whelan ’06
Jackie Barry ’06
Jane Mederos ’06

“You want to know the truth?
I’m wearing thermal underwear.”
Anonymous McVinney RA ’05

“Like this.”
Cory Hayes ’04 Neville Thompson ’05

“Sunbathing in front of the mailroom.”
Caitlin Robert ’04 Melissa Davis ’04
Brian Colleran ’03 Michele Gaulin ’04

Grace and Karen
“Spending quiet nights in
front of the fireplace with
our three favorite men;
Jim, Jack, and Jose.”
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules ♦ Standouts

Standouts

Roisin McGettigan

Doug Wright

Ashley Payton

Women’s Track
Senior—Wicklow, Ireland
McGettigan was the top collegiate finisher
in the mile at the Terrier Classic on
Saturday, Jan. 25. McGettigan’s time of
4:37.95 is the fastest time run by a NCAA
athlete this season in the mile, qualifying
her for the NCAAs.

Men’s Hockey
Senior—Kamsack, Saskatchewan
Wright scored two goals to lead the
Providence College Men’s Hockey
team to a 4-1 victory at sixth-ranked
Boston College on Friday, Jan. 24.

Women’s Hockey
Sophomore—Chesterfield, Mo.
Payton scored two game-winning goals
for the Friars as they completed their
season sweep of Northeastern on
Saturday, Jan. 25, 2-0, and
Sunday, Jan. 26, 3-1.

Scores

Schedules

Friday 1/24
Men’s Hockey at Boston College

W4-1

Saturday 1/25
Women’s Hockey vs. Northeastern
W2-0
Men’s Hockey vs. Boston College
L5-3
Women’s Basketball at Seton Hall
L 64-54
Men’s Track at Terrier Classic
Ind. Results
Women’s Track at Terrier Classic
Ind. Results
Men’s Swimming/Diving at UMass-Dartmouth W 95-80
Women’s Swimming/Diving at UMass-Dartmouth W 120-117
Sunday 1/26 ‘
Women’s Hockey at Northeastern
Tuesdayl/28
Women’s Basketball vs. Rutgers
Men’s Hockey at Brown (Mayor’s Cup)

Wednesday 1/29
Men’s Basketball at Miami

Friday 1/31
Men’s Hockey vs. Northeastern

Saturday 2/1
Women’s Hockey vs. New Hampshire
Men’s Hockey vs. Massachusetts
Men’s Basketball vs. Virginia Tech
M&W Swimming/Diving at Vermont

Women’s Basketball at Virginia Tech

7 p.m.

2 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Dive 11:00 a.m.
Swim 1:00 p.m.
2 p.m.

Sunday 2/2
Women’s Hockey at New Hampshire

2 p.m.

Tuesday 2/4
Men’s Basketball at Pittsburgh

7 p.m.

Wednesday 2/5
Women’s Basketball at West Virginia

7 p.m.

W3-1

L 71-44
W3-1

L 60-57

Standings
Men’s Basketball Big East ‘ East” Division
Big East
Team
W-L Pct.
Villanova
5-1 .833
Connecticut
5-1 .833
St. John’s
3-4 .429
Providence
2-4 .333
Miami
2-4 .333
Boston College 2-4 .333
Virginia Tech 1-4 .200

Overall
W-L Pct.
12-6 .667
14-3 .824
10-7 .588
9-8 .529
9-8 .529
9-8 .529
8-10 .444

USCHO.com Division 1 Women’s Hockey Poll
Team
Record
Pts
Harvard (15)
14-1-0
150
Minnesota-Duluth
20-2-2
135
Minnestota
18-3-1
118
14-5-0
Dartmouth
105
20-4-2
88
New Hampshire
14-6-3
67
St. Lawrence
Wisconsin
12-6-5
64
11-5-2
44
Princeton
20-5-1
31
Mercyhurst
13-5-6
Providence
21
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BC split bittersweet for Friars
Win on the road, tough home
loss makes every game count
for PC in Hockey East play
by

Brendan McGair ’03
Sports Staff

For four periods against No. 6 Boston
College this past weekend, the
Providence College Men’s Hockey team
looked to be on the right track. Following
a 4-1 win Friday at Kelley Rink,
(Providence was
holding onto a 2-1
lead late into the
second
period
Saturday before a sellout crowd at
Schneider Arena.
And that’s when all the luck started
to run out. BC scored three times in the
game’s final 25 minutes en route to a 53 win to earn a split on the weekend
home-and-home series.
While it can’t be considered a lost
weekend, the Friars certainly could have
benefited from taking all four points.
With the home stretch approaching
quickly, the Friars have to learn to sustain
momentum from game-to-game if they
are to remain at home for the Hockey
East playoffs.
“I thought we had them on the run
because we were playing well,” said PC
Head Coach Paul Pooley after Saturday’s
game. “But the goals that BC scored
were just results of turnovers, we didn’t
get the puck out of our zone. I give BC
credit, but we were our own worst
enemies.”
When the Friars and the Eagles faced
off for the first time back on Nov. 12 at
Schneider, it was then-ranked No. 1 BC
that jumped out to a fast start, scoring
two goals in the first period en route to a

JOHN ENGLISHMEN '03/The Cowl

Senior Devin Rask (26) scored a goal in the first period on Saturday,
but Boston College came back to defeat the Friars, 5-3.

6-1 win. Lessons were apparently
learned that night, which were exhibited
by the Friars giving the Eagles a dose of
their own medicine Friday night at BC.
“The first time we played BC, we
were in awe of them,” said senior Doug
Wright. “They embarrassed us in our
building, so we’re trying to do the same
thing to them.”
Goals by seniors Wright and Devin
Rask helped propel Providence to the
early 2-0 lead. Both goals came as a
result of the Friars crashing the net, a
technique that proved to work when it
raced out to a 7-0 start this season.
Limiting BC’s scoring chances
proved to be a much easier task than the
Friars had initially thought. While the
Eagles had 25 shots on freshman
netminder Bobby Goepfert, he calmly
turned away all but one.
Nursing a 2-1 lead into the second
period, the Friars all but eliminated any

hopes of an Eagle comeback when senior
Mike Lucci scored his second goal of the
season at the 11:39 mark of the second
period, giving PC a 3-1 lead. Wright
added his second goal of the game, an
empty-netter with 46 seconds remaining
in the contest.
Whatever formula the Friars used on
Friday to beat the Eagles worked for a
period-and-a-half on Saturday. Rask and
freshman Jason Bloomingburg each
scored a goal in the first period, giving
Providence a 2-1 lead after the first 20
minutes.
However, good coaches are able to
make adjustments, and for BC Head
Coach Jerry York, a new game plan came
just at the right time. The Eagles made
more of an effort to get to the middle of
the Friars’ zone, increasing the quality
of scoring opportunities, and storming
back into the contest with junior Ben
Eaves scoring two goals.

“[Friday] night and the first period
tonight, [Providence] did a good job of
keeping us out of the scoring area,” said
York. “I thought our ability to generate
offense within the ten-foot area was key
in the second and third.”
Tied at two at the start of the third,
the Friars committed a lapse in their own
zone that proved to be costly. Unable to
get the puck out of the zone, PC allowed
the Eagles to take their first lead of the
game, a 3-2 advantage just 1:27 into the
period on a goal by Dave Spina.
The Eagles took a 4-2 lead with 11:50
remaining behind a goal by Ryan
Shannon, which quickly took the Friar
crowd out of the game as the BC fans
who made the trip to Providence began
to dominate Schneider Arena.
With the reality of a split, the Friars
had little time to dwell as they had a
match-up at Brown Tuesday in the
annual Mayor’s Cup tilt. Providence
scored three times in the final period en
route to a 3-1 win to claim the cup for a
second straight year.
“It’s exciting to win the Mayor’s Cup
for a second straight year, keep it on our
side of the city,” said junior Cody
Loughlean, who scored the game
winning goal.
While non-conference games can
sometimes lose their luster because they
don’t carry the same magnitude that a
conference game would hold, the Friars
hope they can carry the momentum from
Tuesday’s contest back into Hockey East
play. Starting Friday and from there on
out, Providence will play conference
foes until the end of the season. The
teams that the Friars are chasing in the
standings all remain in contention, and
they need to win conference games to
play at home come playoff time.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT / HELP NEEDED

Apartments for Rent! Pembroke
Ave near PC 1st, 2nd, 3rd, floors 3
Large Bedrooms, new kitchen
appliances, stove, refrigerator,
dishwasher, new gas baseboard
heat, and gas hot water, new
bathrooms. Secure area with
lighted parking. $1100 per month
Call 274-7763

SPRING BREAK
Sports Teams ~ Clubs ~ Student Groups Earn
$l,000-$2,000 this semester with a proven
CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundraising event.
Our programs make fundraising easy with no
risks. Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the programs! It works. Contact
Campusfundraiser.com at (888) 923-3238, or
visit www.campusfundraiser.com

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK ’03! Air. Hotel,
FREE FOOD, FREE DRINKS, 150%
Lowest Price Guarantee! REPS
WANTED! Organize 15 friends, earn
2 FREE TRIPS, VIP treatment! Call 1800-293-1445 or e-mail
sales@studentcity.com today!

***ACT NOW! LAST CHANCE TO
GUARANTEE THE BEST SPRING
SPRING BREAK INSANITY!
BREAK PRICES TO ALL
University Bartending
WWW.INTER-CAMPUS.COM OR CALL
DESTINATIONS. RESPS
Classes start soon
1-800-327-6013 GUARANTEED LOWEST
NEEDED.
. .TRAVEL FREE, EARN $$$
Student discounts
PRICES! THE HOTTEST DESTINATIONS AND
GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR 6+.
1-800-U-CAN-MIX
PARTIES - FREE MEALS AND DRINKS!
WWW.LEISURETOURS.COM
/
WWWUNIVERSITYBARTENDING.COM CANCUN, JAMAICA, FLORIDA, AND
800-838-8203
Space limited
BAHAMAS CRUISE PARTY!! 17 YEARS EXP.!
Call for information!!
GO WITH THE BEST! REPS WANTED - EARN #1 Spring Break Vacations! Cancun, Jamaica,
FREE TRIPS!
Want to be seen by over
Bahamas, and Florida. Best Parties! Best
4,000 people each week?
Hotels! Best Prices! Group Organizers Travel
SPRING BREAK is now sponsored by Student
This space could be yours!
Free! Space is Limited! Hurry Up & Book
Express! 4, 5, & 7 night Spring Break vacations to
Contact The Cowl at
Now! 1-800-234-7007
Cancun, Acapulco, Mazatlan, S. Padre, Jamaica,
401-865-2214 about advertising
endlesssummertours.com
Florida, Bahamas, and Las Vegas. #1 parties with
in the classified section!
exclusive appearances by DJ SKRIBBLE and
SPRING BREAK ’03! Air. Hotel, FREE
SHAGGY!! Reliable air and hotel. Book NOW get FOOD, FREE DRINKS, 150% Lowest Price
Bartender Trainees
$30 rebate PLUS 2 for 1 MEAL PLANS.
Guarantee! REPS WANTED! Organize 15
Needed $250 a day
Call 800-787-3787 or visit
friends, earn 2 FREE TRIPS, VIP treatment!
potential Local Positions
www.studentexpress.com for details. Starting at
Call 1-800-293-1445 ore-mail
1-800-293-3985 ext. 199
$439!!!
sales@studentcity.com today!
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Searching for competition
by

Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff

Could you imagine piaying
for a Division I athletics team
that had trouble finding
competition in a conference like
the Big East?
The Providence College
Men’s and
SWIMMING Women’s
AND DIVING Swimming
and Diving
teams don’t have to imagine.
For them, it’s a reality, except
• it’s not so much as finding
teams to compete with, but
teams against which they have
a chance at defeating.
This past weekend, both the
men’s and women’s teams
defeated UMass-Dartmouth, a
Division III team that shares
similar qualities with PC—no
scholarships, a small number of
athletes, and talent. Although a
Division I school, it is often
hard to find these qualities in
other teams and PC is often
looked down upon when it plays
D-III schools like UMassDartmouth.
“It is easy for Division III
teams to swim [against Division
I and II] schools,” said UMassDartmouth coach Cathy Motta.
“There are more problems with
a D-I team swimming a good,
strong D-III team.”
Providence has no
scholarships to bring potential
swimmers and divers into the
program, making it hard for PC
to compete against Division II
scholarship schools, let alone
Division I scholarship teams.

This creates a problem finding
true competition, for example.
Teams like UMass-Dartmouth,
Vermont, and Fairfield, who
share qualities with Providence
and continue to help it improve
and strive for the next level,
share this same problem.
However it is not required
for PC to play certain teams
each season, so teams change
from year to year as the Friars
search for genuine competition,
especially when most funded
teams do not even swim their
top athletes against PC.
“It is very hard to find teams
in the middle who are like us,”
said PC Head Coach Michelle
Gacio-Harrolle. “We are at the
top of the non-scholarship
teams, but we are always at the
bottom of scholarship teams.”
Although the teams compete
in meets together, when it
comes down to it, it is the
individual who has to make the
qualifying time to participate in
the Big East or NCAA
tournaments. As of right now
the Friars don’t have any
swimmers who can meet the
qualifying times for the Big East
Championships.
In addition to the fact that
Besides the fact PC cannot
provide scholarships to its
swimmers and divers, it doesn’t
have the best location for
attracting swimmers or divers.
“In Florida there are lots of
swimmers, but there are fewer
universities,” said GacioHarrolle. “In New England
there are a lot more universities,

just not enough swimmers,
which makes it difficult to
recruit the best when you can’t
offer them any scholarships.”
So why do swimmers and
divers continue to come to PC
even though our team isn’t able
to offer them any type of
scholarship?
“I had a really good time on
the recruiting trip and I
especially liked Michelle’s
workouts
and
training
techniques,” said freshman Lori
Brezinsky.
“It wasn’t just the
swimming, I was really
interested in the academics
here,” said freshman Seth
Brockman. “The swimming
team here was just an added
bonus, even though I was
offered scholarships [for
swimming] at other schools, I
really liked the kids here and
they made me feel like I was a
part of the team.”
Even though swimmers and
divers continue to come to PC
without receiving scholarships,
it is hard for the program here
to succeed and thrive without
scholarship athletes. While PC
is a “middle of the road” team,
it is often mislabeled as “bad”
because of its lack scholarships
and inability to truly compete
against scholarship teams.
However, the team is finding
competition, where they are
able to compete against teams
who share qualities with them
and help them to improve at the
same time.

Your seat.

Our seat.

Get

in the game.

Join The Cowl’s
Sports Staff
Come to Slavin 104 for

an application.

From 8PM till Closing

LARGE CHEESE PIZZA

Limited Time Offer
Call now !

274-3282
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Driscoll: PC “a sleeping giant,”
Continued from back page

intellectually engaged in something that
you’re passionate about, the time just
flies by, and I think what I’m most
excited about is that, after a year into it,
I feel better about what I believe that we
can accomplish than I did even a year
ago. I thought Providence was kind of a
sleeping giant in some respects, but as
I’ve gotten around and met people and
have created this vision with the help of
a lot of people, I believe that we’re able
to do some things that haven’t been done
■ in a long, long time.
The number of things that have been
accomplished in the past year really
is quite impressive. Is there
anything that over the past year you
are especially proud of, something
that really stands out?

I think that the thing I’m most proud
of is the development of our present staff
and also the additions of our new people.
We’ve really set out to try to develop a
culture of possibilities, and I’ve spent a
lot of time bringing in consultants and
experts and really trying to build a
championship organization. I really
think that we’re actually developing that
culture now, with people believing that
we can do these things, such as build
facilities and compete for champion
ships. I think emotionally they were
down, and it’s taken a year to really plant
that seed, but I think that what I’m most
proud of is the fact that people are
committed to it.
The example that I will use is that
we’re going on this fundraising
campaign to try to do these things. I went
to our full-time people in the department
and asked them to contribute something
back to the College, and right now 97
percent of our full-time staff have
donated money to The College—and
we’ll get 100 percent probably within the
next two weeks. I don’t think there’s a
program within this college that has 100
percent participation in terms of
donations. That tells me that they believe
in the vision, and they’re investing in
themselves. That tells me they’re buying
into it.
Last year, a lot of our talk revolved
around fundraising—having the
funds to be able to do what we need
to do, go where we need to go in
NCAA athletics. In addition to
fundraising, what are the big issues
that need to be tackled here at PC?

Well, I think that a lot of it has to do
with creating the resources necessary for
the coaches and student-athletes to
compete. We’ve created the vision that
this is a student-centered program, and
everything that we do has to positively
impact the quality of their lives, whether
that has to do with providing weight
facilities and tracks or everything else

that we need to compete within the Big
East. So, a big part of my job this coming
year will be to develop the resources
from the outside to complete these
projects that will allow our student
athletes to compete and also to continue
to be able to attract student-athletes who
want to come here to compete.
Equally important, our coaches have
to want [Providence] to be a destination
versus a stepping-stone. We’ve seen
great coaches come in and then after a
couple, three years, they move on to
someplace else. I want this to be a place
where people want to stay long-term.
Let’s talk about this “master plan.”
The College has completed a master
plan for the layout of the campus,
and athletics and athletic fields play
a large part in that plan. Can you
go into detail about the changes we
will see in the near future?

Sure. We’ve got a short-term and a
long-term plan. The short term plan,
during the next two and a half years, is
to develop an artificial playing field that
would be for intramural sports—so that
students can play touch football, field
hockey, and lacrosse, for example. The
field would also be lighted so they can
play at night. We’re in the process of
designing those plans right now and then
going forward to raise the money for it.
The second piece of the plan is to,
out on Hendricken Field, complete a
state-of-the-art soccer facility—which is
a commitment that the College has made
to the Big East—with an artificial track
around the perimeter, which would allow
our really successful track program to
compete. It would be lighted as well,
which would allow our students to run
right on campus, instead of running
around the neighborhood.
The other piece of the plan is, outside
of Peterson, to create a wellness center
for the students on campus that would
be a weight facility, an aerobics facility,
and the like. And that’s the short term
plan. The goal is to complete these two
products over the next two and a half
years, but a lot of that depends on being
able to raise the money to do so. This is
part of the College’s master plan, and I
really believe that we can generate the
resources necessary to build these for the
institution.
Where would the artificial playing
fields be built?

Next to Peterson. It is the parking
lot area right now, and I know there are
some political issues around that in terms
of where parking is going to go, but in
the master plan that the College has,
parking will go more around the
perimeter of the campus, so that this part
of the campus would be more studentfocused. The hope is to develop a
wellness center that will overlook the
artificial playing surface.
The College has been great in
allowing us to include our thoughts and
plans in this, and I think it will benefit
the entire institution, faculty, staff,
students, and certainly that includes
athletics.
And Glay Field, where soccer and
lacrosse are currently played?

"
I thought the process was good.
The reaction I have received is
about 98 percent positive.
I think the teams like it—we
have a standard font, the colors
are consistent across the board
as part of the brand we want—
so I’m very pleased with it.
Bob Driscoll, on developing the new
look of Friars athletics

-------------------------- "

Glay Field becomes primarily an
intramural grass field, so we’re going to
put them all together so intramurals
could certainly use [the artificial playing]
field and Glay Field would be dedicated
down there for intramurals. It allows us
to really run the programs on this campus
that are necessary.
The other good piece of news is that
the College has closed on a piece of
property right off this campus called
Valueland. We just made that purchase
and the hope is that we can develop that
in the next few years into additional
fields so that the program really takes
off intramurally. And perhaps there will
be opportunities to go down there and
play, or as these fields need to have some

The new master plan of Providence College includes:
— An artificial playing field for intramurals, field hockey and
lacrosse to be built on what is now the Peterson parking lot
— A state-of-the-art soccer facility on Hendricken Field,
complete with a track for both students and student-athletes
alike
— A wellness center attached to Peterson that will be a weight
and aerobic facility for students, overlooking the artificiallysurfaced field
— Glay Field becoming primarily an intramural field
down-time for rest, we will have other
places to practice.
Editors note: For the complete story on
the purchase of the Valueland property
by the College, see the front page of this
week's edition of The Cowl
Now, obviously, these changes don’t
come without a price. Original
estimates are supposedly $1.5
million for these projects?

Our rough estimates would be that the
artificial playing surface field would cost
anywhere from $2 to $3 million dollars.
The surface itself costs about $ 1 million,
but once you start putting in the lights
and the amenities and actually doing the
substructure, it adds up. Plus, there are
numbers in there to replace the parking
for that. The track and the soccer field
could be a couple million dollars as well.
So the number that we’re playing with
now is about $5 million that we want to
raise totally on the outside.
You’ve hired Blake James as
Director of Athletic Development, a
job specifically geared towards
fundraising. Obviously, the facilities
plans have to be one of his primary,
targets. I know you’re working with
him closely, what is your plan to
raise this money—not only for this
money but also for the department
as a whole?

What I’ve done is put together a group
of 20, pretty influential alumni and
friends of the College—the Athletic
Director’s Fundraising Advisory
Council. So what I did is present to them
what we’re calling the Friars Forever
campaign. I laid out a 10-year plan that
has to do with these facilities and other
facilities; it addresses scholarships and
salaries as well.
We have what we’re calling the
Capital Campaign, which will be the
facilities portion, where Blake and I will
go out and make individual presentations
to prospective donors about naming
opportunities, not only for these
facilities, but in Alumni—opportunities
to name the weight facility and the
coach’s office; allowing people to put
their name on something and donate the
money.
The second piece of it is what we call
the Annual Campaign, which deals with
annual donations that come into the
department, and a big piece of that has
to do with the priority seat licensing. We
are about to do our mailing in about a

month from now, and our plan is to re
seat a portion of the Dunkin’ Donuts
Center with a donation obligation of
anywhere from $100 to $500 to sit in the
prime seats, and our initial estimates
show that if we were to sell 85 percent
of those seats, anywhere from $600,000
to $700,000 could be generated annually.
That money will then come back into the
department, which will help us fund
scholarships for those programs we
strategically want to grow.
In the summer of 2002, the
department worked on and unveiled
in the fall its new logo. It has had a
tremendous success and was very
well received by the College and its
fans. What were your thoughts on
the process and the reception of the
final product?

I thought the process was good. We
probably could have included more
people in it. The reaction I have received
is about 98 percent positive. You have
some people who think it’s a little bit too
severe or tough-looking, but if I have
even a 60 percent positive response any
time there has been a change, I know the
change was good. I think the teams like
it—we have a standard font, the colors
are consistent across the board as part of
the brand we want—so I’m very pleased
with it. I think we still need to do a better
job getting it out to the public—in the
bookstore, on the web site, around the
state—and we’re working on that right
now. But overall I think it’s been a good
process that’s received a lot of positive
feedback.
Changing pace a bit, let’s talk about
Title IX. The admissions statistics
for the Class of 2006 was almost 2:1
female, and the College has stated
that it sees no reason to change their
admissions policies as long as the
best students are coming to the
College. Have there been any
discussions between the Athletics
Department and the Admissions
Office regarding the effect this may
have on Title IX compliance?

That’s a really good question. First
of all, let me say that I think last year’s
numbers were a blip in the screen. The
College has done a number of things this
year to rectify that. The ways that we
try to counter-balance those numbers is
by trying to manage our participation
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ready to move to the next level
numbers within the Athletics
Department. For example, we would put
caps on certain sports on the men’s side
and require the women to carry a certain
number of participants. That’s one way
of managing, but it’s not a great way of
doing it.
My hope is that the College will
rectify that this year and certainly accept
more men to counter-balance last year,
but we are, in comparison to other
schools in the Big East, in pretty good
shape. We actually spend more money
on financial aid on the women’s
programs than we do on the men’s
programs. Now participation numbers
are currently within the five percent
range, which is acceptable by Title IX
standards. We still have some work to
do in respect to salaries on the women’s
side, but we’re working on that. We’ve
hired some new women, we’re paying
them more money, we’re doing some
things with assistant coaches, so I think
we’re in good shape with Title IX. We
still have to do some fine tuning, but the
College’s tough decision three or four
years ago in respect to the men’s
programs actually balanced that thing
out pretty significantly.
So, a year later, cutting men’s golf,
tennis and baseball was the right
course of action?

You know, it probably was the right
course of action. Unless we could have
gone out and raised a couple more
million dollars to run those programs,
which would have probably been a very
difficult thing to do. So as hard as it was
to cut those programs, it certainly
allowed us to balance the gender-equity
aspect of it. I can’t really talk about how
it was done or even if it was done
appropriately, but it has allowed me to
not have to worry about Title IX issues
to the extent that I would have had to if
they hadn’t made that decision.
Last year you stated that the College
had to find out what sports we were
successful at, and build those
programs up—the idea that PC
sports cannot survive in mediocrity.
What sports, aside from basketball
and hockey, are going to get that
push?

Because of our commitment to the
Big East, one of the priority sports for

the Big East and for us is men’s and
women’s soccer. We’re not fully funded
in both, but we’re going to get there
through this fundraising and when we
build this field, I think that program will
be in good shape.
Women’s field hockey is a sport in
which we’ve hired a world-class coach
and because of our niche in the Northeast
and our history of success I think when
we add more scholarships we’ll be very
successful. Women’s ice hockey,
because of our tradition, when we can
add more scholarships there I think that
program can really take off. Our track
and field program has already won, is at
that level, isn’t fully funded, but I think
we can compete, as we’ve shown, on a
national level.
I think our men’s lacrosse program,
because of, once again, our niche and the
coach that we have, with this new field,
the fact that we’re in the MAAC, I think
we can add some scholarships there and
get to the NCAA Tournament. We were
two games away from it last year with
no scholarships. Women’s softball—we
have a brand new softball facility.
They’re not fully funded; we’re going
to try to make them fully funded. We
have a great coach, and I think we could
make some waves there. So I think those
are the sports in position to have some
success, and then what I have to do is
continue to raise money to bring those
other programs up. Women’s volleyball
has no scholarships, women’s swimming
has no scholarships, some of the other
programs are minimally funded in terms
of scholarships, so the goal is to try to
make those programs successful and
then bring the other ones up.
You mentioned before the priority to
have coaches see Providence as a
destination instead of a steppingstone, hiring only the best people in
athletics to coach at PC. Your hiring
of Diane Madl and Susan Yow for
field hockey and women’s
basketball, respectively, reflect that.
When you review your coaches and
your personnel at the end of this
year, will you hold those same
standards throughout the
department?

I think we’re all evaluated on an
annual basis, and I think I’ve been clear
in terms of my expectations in terms of

What I’ve been most encouraged about is that people want to be a
part of something that’s bigger than them. As we continue to talk
about these things, I find more and more people wanting to
jump on board—it becomes more of a bandwagon effect.
Bob Driscoll, on bringing back alumni and fan support to Friars athletics
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- „

building a championship organization,
and it’s a lot more than just winning.
Winning is important, but is it: Are you
recruiting the best student-athletes? Are
they graduating? Are they having a great
experience? Are they growing? Are they
better at the end of the year than they
are at the beginning of the year? Are
they invested in the total team concept
in that you may not have what you want
right now but you’re willing to work with
me to develop that? Are you going to be
a team player? All of those things are
characteristics that I talk about, and so I
think we all feel pressure in terms of
performance. I think that if I do my job
to give them the kind of vision and
support necessary, the people who are
here now can help us move this program
to the next level. But, you know, we have
those types of conversations all the time.
What about alumni? Many have
been scared off in the past. What
can you do to reach out to them and
bring them back?

"
I think emotionally they were down and it’s taken a year to really
plant that seed, but I think that what I’m most proud of is the fact
that people are committed to it... I think that if I do my job to give
them the kind of vision and support necessary, the people who are
here now can help us move this program to the next level.
Bob Driscoll, on the coaches and staff at Providence College
------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------- "

That’s a good question. Probably one
of the most important issues. What I
have been doing is traveling and
speaking to as many groups as I can,
whether it’s in Philadelphia, or Boston,
or New York, or Miami or going out to
the Midwest, and just sharing the vision
and asking them to be part of this new
vision and the role that they play in terms
of emotional support and financial
support, and not just for athletics but for
the entire College community. The
reason I believe we can accomplish this
is because people truly love this
institution, and I don’t think we in
Athletics have been out in front of
enough people to say “hey, we appreciate
what you’ve been doing but we need you
to partner with us long-term,” and so it’s
a grassroots discussion in asking for their
assistance. It’s like when we talked to
our internal staff, some people can afford
to give $25 bucks—it’s more the
willingness psychologically to do
something. Some people can give a lot
more, but I want everyone to feel like
they have a role in this, and it’s with this
mindset that collectively we can create
whatever we want. It’s getting people
comfortable enough to get outside their
safety net, their comfort zone; to be
willing to fall on their face and get back
up and try it again. What I’ve been most
encouraged by is that people want to be
a part of something that’s bigger than
them. As we continue to talk about these

things, I find more and more people
wanting to jump on board—it becomes
more of a bandwagon effect.
In the end, it all comes back to the
College. There is no Providence
College without the people that are
here. What do you think of the oncampus support that athletics
receive? Is it enough? Do you need
more? Do you want to challenge
them?

To start at the top, I think Fr. Smith
has been extremely supportive. The fact
that he’s allowed us to embark upon this
is a testament to his willingness to let it
grow. I think the people on campus have
been very supportive. I think it’s taken
some time for people to feel comfortable
with this new vision, and it is going to
take Peter to give to Paul. People looked
at it as a limited pie, but what I’ve been
trying to tell people is that it’s unlimited,
and just because we grow something
here doesn’t mean it takes away from
some place else. So I think the support
has been great. I’m going to embark on
individual roundtable discussions with
the students on campus and with the
faculty as well, because I need their input
and thought processes as we move
forward. It certainly could be better, but
it’s up to me to create that opportunity
that want to be involved, and I need to
show that I value their input and take it
into consideration when making
decisions. It’s no where near where it
can or will be, but it just takes time. It’s
every day.

photography by John Englishmen '03,
Cowl Photographer Editor
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B&W: At PC,
fans only
come for the
big games
Continued from back page

any college who don’t know the
difference between a foul and a foul
shot—the interest simply isn’t there
for some.
But once you sift through the
excuses, one reason remains constant:
unless it is the cool thing to do that
night, there is little chance of getting
students to turn out.
Call it the sports version of PC’s
Stupid Chic.
The PC Stupid Chic is the same
reason many relatively intelligent
students don’t raise their hand in class,
don’t participate or take an active part
in their college curriculum—it’s not
the chic, cool thing to do. Apply it to
sports, and it’s the same reason PC
students go to the bars instead of the
basketball or hockey games, don’t put
on the war paint before a game and
don’t yell “Sieve!” after the men’s
hockey team scores a goal.
You showed up for Boston College,
but there were still 100 student-tickets
remaining at gametime against Notre
Dame last week. Will you show up
this weekdn against Virginia Tech?
I’m doubtful.
Maybe it takes a few winning
seasons to bring students to sporting
events. Maybe a Big East Champion
ship or a few NCAA Tournament
berths will raise interest. Maybe it’s
right around the corner, maybe it will
take a few years. But I will tell you
this: The teams will never get there
without support from their own
classmates.
So label this article a call to arms.
Several pairs of arms, raised in the air
after a Donnie McGrath three-pointer
or a Devin Rask power-play goal Get
there early and get there often. PC
students may have the brains and
talent—but right now they are missing
a whole lot of heart.
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Hockey outhustles Huskies
by

Virginia Cheng ’03

Asst. Sports Editor

With just six league games left on the
schedule for the Providence women’s
hockey team in the inaugural season of
the women’s Hockey East Conference,
New Hampshire remains the only team
that can prevent the Friars from
capturing the regular season title. After
sweeping third-place Northeastern last
weekend in a home-and-home series, 20 and 3-1, the Friars guaranteed
themselves at least a second-place finish.
Both Providence and UNH are
undefeated in conference action, but a
tie with Connecticut
WOMEN’S leaves the Friars just one
HOCKEY point behind in the
standings. PC holds an
8-0-1 record while UNH is 9-0-0. Next
weekend’s meeting between the two
perennial women’s hockey powerhouses
could decide which team will end up in
the top spot and take the first seed in the
Hockey East Championships.
“We know what’s at stake,” said
senior Danielle Culgin. “It’s a pretty big
weekend; it will project the Hockey East
semifinals and finals.”
In the preseason Hockey East polls,
Providence was voted to finish first,
followed by Northeastern and UNH. All
three teams were coming off strong
performances in the 2002 ECAC Eastern
League
Championships,
with
Northeastern defeating UNH in the
semifinal and Providence defeating
Northeastern in the final. When the three
teams migrated from the ECAC to the
new women’s Hockey East Conference,
it was expected that the three would once
again compete with each other for the
league title.
While Providence and UNH have
lived up to the preseason expectations,
Northeastern has not had the same
success. Both UNH and Providence
swept the Huskies in their respective
three-game series. Last Saturday at
Schneider Arena, Providence held
Northeastern to just nine shots on goal
for the entire game as freshman
goaltender Jana Bugden earned the 2-0

PETE TAVIS '05/The Cowl

The Friars took both games in a home-and-home series against
Northeastern to remain undefeated in the Hockey East.

shutout victory.
“I thought we played a very good
game physically, mentally, and
strategically,” said Head Coach Bob
Deraney.
Although the Friars peppered Husky
goaltender Chanda Gunn with 48 shots,
only two managed to get through.
Sophomore Ashley Payton scored the
first goal with just 1:47 remaining in the
second period on a pass in front of the
crease from
classmate Rush
Zimmerman. Freshman Gretchen
Gottwald also earned an assist on the
play.
“It was a great pass from Rush,” said
Pay ton. “I think I’d have to be blind not
to put it in.”
Junior Sarah Youlen put the Friars up
at the 4:18 mark of the third period when
she intercepted a Northeastern clearing
pass and beat Gunn for an unassisted
shorthanded goal.
“In practice I’ve been working on
getting my stick in the passing lane on
penalty kill,” said Youlen. “I wasn’t
really planning on scoring.”
In Sunday’s game at Northeastern’s
Matthews Arena, Providence dominated
once again, but the Huskies went on the

board first at the 18:29 mark of the first
period. Just 21 seconds later, however,
junior Kelli Halcisak tied the game on a
rebound shot from the slot. In the second
period, both Payton and Youlen tallied
their second goals of the weekend to put
the Friars up, 3-1. Bugden earned the
win with 19 saves.
“Our goal at the beginning of the year
was to sweep every series,” said
Deraney. “We’re just trying to be
consistent.”
The Friars will need to stay consistent
next weekend in their home-and-home
series with UNH if they want to move
ahead of the Wildcats in the Hockey East
standings. Saturday’s game will be at 2
p.m. at Schneider Arena, then Sunday at
the Whittemore Center. The teams will
meet again on Feb. 22, and PC needs to
win two out of the three meetings. In
the last three years, Providence has only
defeated UNH once, and the Wildcats
hold an all-time 56-31-9 record over the
Friars.
“There was a lot of energy in the
locker room [after the Northeastern
games], which was great,” said Culgin.
“We just need to come out with that
energy and we’ll do fine.”

Big East competition takes toll on WBB
Losses to Seton Hall and
Rutgers bring women’s
basketball’s conference
losing streak to three games
by

Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff

When it comes to the Big East games,
throw the statistics and the records out
the window because they mean nothing.
The only thing that matters is heart, and
no statistician can
WOMEN’S measure that. The
BASKETBALL women’s
bas
ketball team did
not play up to par last week as it lost to
two tough Big East opponents, Seton
Hall (64-54) and Rutgers (71-44).
On Saturday, Jan. 25, the Friars
RYAN E. WALSH ’04/The Cowl
traveled to South Orange, N.J., to play
Junior Kristen Quinn (right) and the Friars have lost their last three games.
the Seton Hall Pirates. On paper, the
Kacee Wheeler both scored 10. Scarlet Knights shot 71-percent in the
teams were identical in almost every
aspect, and after the first half, the score However, the telltale statistic was the first half and 60-percent for the game,
bench points. Providence only had seven and came away with a 71-44 victory.
was 28-28. The Friars shot a blistering
52-percent in the first half, but it was to the Pirates 32. The Friars fought to
“We turned the ball over and it gave
the complete opposite in the second.
the very end though, cutting down an 18- them (Rutgers) easy baskets in transition.
Seton Hall tightened up its defense and point deficit to 10, but it proved to be The transition points is what killed us
owned the boards, forcing Providence insurmountable.
and why they shot so well,” said Head
to only one shot each time down the
Tuesday night versus Rutgers was the Coach Susan Yow.
perfect example of a hard nose, ugly, Big
court. The defense, combined with a 19The Scarlet Knights ran all over the
7 run by the Hall to start the second half, East basketball game. The game featured court, and while the game plan might not
put the game virtually out of reach for 54 turnovers (PC 31 and RU 23) and only have been pretty, it was effective, giving
the Friars. Sophomore Michal Epstein 23 assists. However, Rutgers did a better Rutgers a 12-2 run and a 21-9 lead. The
led the starters for Providence with 13 job capitalizing on those turnovers, Friars tried to cut into the lead, but
getting easy baskets in transition. The couldn’t get within single digits for the
points. Seniors Brooke Freeburg and

rest of the game.
“Our turnovers led to easy lay-ups for
them, and we just couldn’t rebound from
it,” said Epstein.
Epstein was the lone Friar who was
able to get into double figure scoring.
However, she struggled from the field,
shooting only 4-13 and she almost had a
double-double in a negative way,
recording a team high in both points (12)
and turnovers (9). Sophomore Jessica
Simmonds contributed eight points and
five rebounds, but Providence shot only
28-percent from the field in the second
half, and that coupled with more
turnovers made it a long night for the
Friars.
“We lacked the blue collar, hard work
that you really need to win a game. We
didn’t sacrifice ourselves, and that is
what we need to do if we want a victory,”
said Yow.
With the Friars now showing a losing
record in both the conference and
overall, the question is which Friars team
will come to play: the Friars team that is
turnover prone and lackluster, or the
team that put together a three-game win
streak on two separate occasions this
year. With the remainder of the season
being conference games, Providence
needs to work on staying consistent.
“Right now the coaches are doing a
great job teaching us and getting us
prepared, but it’s us, we are picking and
choosing what games we want to play
in, and that’s not good for our team and
our program,” said Epstein.
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SportShorts
McGettigan sets course for
NCAA mile
Senior All-America Roisin
McGettigan was the top collegiate

finisher in the mile this past weekend
at the Boston University Terrier
Classic in Boston, Mass.
McGettigan’s time of 4:37.95 was the
fastest time run by an NCAA female
athlete in the event so far this season
and qualified her for the NCAA
Championships to be held Feb. 22-23,
2003, in Syracuse, N.Y.
Sophomore Dierdre Byrne, who
finished third in the mile in a time of
4:40.47, the third-fastest NCAA time
this season. Senior Emer O’Shea
placed first in the 1000 meter run in
2:52.68 to help lead the Friar women.
Sophomore Liam Reale won the
mile run for the Friars on the men’s
side in a time of 4:04.96. The time
qualified Reale for the IC4As to be
held in February.

Friars hoops tops nation in
free throw shooting
As of Jan. 26, 2003, Providence
men’s basketball remains the best freethrow shooting team in the country.
The Friars have hit 254 of 322 freethrows this season, earning them a
78.9 free-throw percentage and placing
the team ahead of University of
Davidson and Charleston Southern for
tops in the country.
Sophomore forward Ryan Gomes,
who has made 89 of his 105 chances
this year (84.8 percent) has led
Providence’s free-throw shooting
success. Juniors Maris Laksa (84.4
percent) and Sheiku Kabba (81.6
percent), along with fourth-year junior
Rome Augustin (83.3 percent) also
have been strong from the charity
stripe this season for the Friars.
Gomes, who is averaging a double
double this season (18.3 ppg, 10.3
rebounds), is also currently among the
nation’s best in rebounding this year—
currently No. 13 overall.

Athletics looking good
nationally after fall season
Providence College is ranked 10th
nationally after the fall sports season in
the Division I NACDA Director’s Cup
standings with 123 points based on the
Friars’ fall sports finishes in men’s and
women’s cross country. The women’s

Next week in
The Cowl Sports:
JOHN ENGLISHMEN 03/The Cowl

team finished No. 6 in the country and
received 72 points; the men finished
No. 13 nationally and received 51
points.
Providence is currently the top Big
East school in the overall rankings, one
spot ahead of Villanova (120 points),
two above Georgetown (118 points)
and three ahead of Notre Dame (115
points). Stanford leads the standings
with 190 points.
The NACDA Director’s Cup was
developed as a joint effort between the
National Association of Collegiate
Athletic Directors (NACDA) and USA
Today. Points are awarded based on
each institution’s finish in up to 20
sports—10 women’s and 10 men’s.
Complete standings and the scoring
structure can be found on the
NACDA’s web site at
www.nacda.com.

PC Student-Athlete Advisory
Board raises funds
The Providence College StudentAthlete Advisory Board (SAAB)
announced it has raised S2,800 for the
Rhode Island Chapter of the Make-AWish Foundation. The board’s latest
contribution of 5600 was raised
through the organization of a student
athlete Christmas party held at
McPhail’s on Dec, 8, 2002. More than
300 student-athletes attended the
event.
Additional funds have been raised
through the sale of donation cards,
which have been posted in the stairway
of Peterson Recreation Center. The
men’s hockey team also has made an
independent donation of 5200 to help
the fiindraising effort. The SAAB’s
goal for the academic year is to raise
56,000.

— An in-depth
feature on men’s
basketball’s big man,
Ryan Gomes

— Women’s Hockey
faces off against UNH
for the No. 1 spot in
Hockey East

— Exclusive updates
throughout the week
that you can find ONLY
on TheCowl.com

O’Rorke earns preseason
All-America honors
Junior defenseman Brian O’Rorke
was named a Preseason Honorable
Mention All-American for the upcom
ing 2003 men’s lacrosse season by
Inside Lacrosse Face-Off Yearbook.
During the 2002 season, O’Rorke
recorded 44 groundballs in 16 games.
He earned MAAC Co-Defensive
Player of the Year and All-MAAC First
Team honors upon completion of the
season. As a freshman in 2001,
O’Rorke started all 16 games and
earned MAAC Rookie of the Year
honors.

Better Ingredients - Better Pizza

FASTER DELIVERY
Welcome Back Friars!
353-7774

Only
$5.99!!!

Large
cheese
pizza!

Free
Pizza &
Cinnapie 2 Large
Wings
Get a for $9.98

Free
Cinnapie
with the
purchase
of any
large
pizza at
regular
price

2 Large 1 Large
Cheese Cheese
Pizzas Pizza &
Only our bone
less
$9.98
chicken
strips for
Only
$9.99

Use any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza.
We honor most competitor coupons.

Sports
We’re
nothing
more than
Average
Fans
“It’s a brutal place to play,”
said St. John’s sophomore Eric
King.
“I don’t think any other
crowd is hostile like them,”
Red Storm junior Kyle Cuffe
told the New York Post.
“Even when you’re just
walking out [of the locker
room] they’re talking in your
ear,” said King once more.
Are
RIGHT HERE IN these
Johnnies
talking
BLACK AND WHITE
about
R.J. Friedman '03
playing at
Sports Editor
UCLA’s
Pauley
Pavilion? The Hartford Civic
Center that often hosts the
UConn Huskies? The
Cameron Crazies around
Duke’s Coach K Court?
None of the above.
In fact, they are speaking
about the fans of Providence’s
own Dunkin' Donuts Center.
Can you believe it?
Neither could I. Reading
these quotes over break, and
having covered PC men’s
basketball the past three years,
I counted the number of times
I’ve witnessed a “rowdy”
Dunkin’ Donuts Center on one
hand. I would need four
hands and a foot to count the
number of times I’ve seen the
place empty.
School was out when we
played St. John’s this sea
son—yet the Red Storm still
griped about our fans. So it’s
not the thousands who pay
$20 a game that are the
problem. If this is The Dunk’s
reputation—in the Big East,
college basketball, or even to
a handful of teams—it’s time
that the PC student body did
their part.
It’s no secret that student
attendance at basketball games
is low at Providence, espe
cially when compared to other
Big East schools. Schools like
UConn, Boston College and
Notre Dame blow our student
body out of the water in
attendance. We’re not
Superfans, we’re Average
Fans, as my roommate used to
say. There are those students
who are loyal, btu they are
few and far between. The
majority are average fans.
You can throw a bunch of
excuses at this problem:
Providence is the smallest
school in the Big East with
under 4,000 students. The
school is almost 60 percent
female, and while I place no
assumptions on either gender,
more guys do go to basketball
games on average. And heck,
there are definitely students at

Bob Driscoll:

What a difference
a year makes...
by

Sports Editor

A Director of Athletics at any
college is expected to play
several roles. Providence’s top
man, Bob Driscoll, is no
exception. Each day, he is
asked to be a motivator, an
innovator, a fundraiser, a
moderator and a facilitator.
When we sat down with Mr.
Driscoll last year, he had been
at the helm of Friars athletics for
only six weeks. He impressed
us then, and continues to
impress now. The number of
changes made and goals
accomplished to improve the
state of PC athletics in just one
year is commendable and are
directly to the credit of Bob
Driscoll.
One can only imagine what
the next year will bring.
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R.J. Friedman ’03

The Cowl: One year later,
you have new hirings, a new
logo, a new mission
statement—a new vision for
PC Athletics under Bob
Driscoll. Looking back, how
has your first year been here
at PC?

photo graphic by JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

Driscoll took over as the Asst. Vice President of Athletics at the beginning on January 2002.

Bob Driscoll: You know, it’s
been really exciting, for my
family and me personally. It’s
hard to believe it’s been a year.
I think that when you’re
DRISCOLL/Pages 28-29

Friars rocked by
the Hurricanes
by

Lauren DeMauro ’05
Asst. Sports Editor

Eight days after a home loss
to Notre Dame, the Providence
College Men’s Basketball team
has yet to solve problems that
have been plaguing it the entire
season. The
MEN’S Friars can’t
BASKETBALL seem to
close out
games on the road, with the lat
est debacle coming at the hands
of the University of Miami, 6057, Wednesday night at the
Convocation Center in Coral
Gables, Fla.
After a timeout by the Hur
ricanes and with under 30 sec
onds to go, the Friars, down by
one, came out in a press and
were in perfect position to steal
the ball back on the inbounds.
Junior Marcus Douthit inter
cepted the pass but couldn’t
hold on; forced to foul, the Fri
ars sent junior Darius Rice to
the line with 16 seconds to go,
and again found themselves in
a three-point hole. With their
last trip down the floor, PC
freshman point guard Donnie
McGrath was forced to settle for
a wild, falling three-point at
tempt with just three seconds on
the clock. The ball didn’t go far
and only hit the floor, and the
Friars had lost the game.

Providence opened up the
game strongly and appeared to
have little trouble breaking the
Hurricane press jumping out to
a nine point lead in the first six
minutes of play. The Friars
were quick getting back on de
fense, and their tight 2-3 zone
was able to prevent the Hurri
canes from easily scoring points
in transition. The zone allowed
only two Miami field goals in
the first 10 minutes of play and
throughout the half was able to
limit Rice to just five points.
Down by two points at the
half, the Hurricanes held the
Friars to just 27 second half
points enroute to their season
low final score of 57. Rice
scored the team’s first seven
points of the second half. His
second-consecutive three
pointer with just under 10 min
utes to play gave the Miami
their first lead of the game.
The Friars began the second
half patient on offense, using the
shot clock and working the ball
around for good shots. But in
the end, Miami’s defense
proved to be a huge problem for
the PC’s second-half offense,
extending itself out to the pe
rimeter to heavily contest
Providence’s outside game.
Despite limited time seen by
Miami’s senior forward James
Jones due to foul trouble, the

DAVID EPPOLITO/The Hurricane

Sheiku Kabba rises over UM’s James Jones in the first half.

Hurricanes were also success
ful in double-teaming the Fri
ars leading scorer Ryan Gomes
in the post.
Rice led all scorers with 26
points and Jones chipped in
with 11 for the Hurricanes.

Gomes led the way for PC
with his eleventh double-double
of the season, scoring 12 points
and pulling down a game high
15 boards. Rome Augustin reg
istered 15 points for Providence
all scored from behind the arc.

